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tbe to months ſpent in trans- 
lating it, to the end that all 
E nol eight participate of 
the Authours and my intenti- 
on, which is moſt charitably, 
and with ardent affection, to 
procure for all,the happynes of 
ever laſting Bliſfe, which in- 
fallitly may begained by the 
eaſe practice of that which is 
comprehended in theſe feu lea- 
wes. But I dare not preſume 
to publish this without your la- 
ayships benigne affording me 
the favour of permiting this to 


be sheltred wnder the charita- + 
| ble Protetiion of your lady- 


ships Patroni7zng it; which F 
hum- 
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humbly be ſeech you #0 grant 
me; for then F shall be conf 
dent that my labour , though 
ill performed , in tranſlating 
ttt will be ſo acceptable onto 
many , that w; will reade it, 


' ani by doeingfo , T hope they 


will reape the benefitt my heart 
defires them all, ſpecially thoſe 
Anegelicall and religious ſpow- 


| fes of tefus Chrilt, who.are ſo 


happy as tohawe your ladyſhr 

hn uperior, and the "Ie 
world ther Admirors,for their 
exemplar and pious i ves they 
leade wnder your ladyships ſa> 


ge and ſweet Conduct. Pare 


{ don Madam my hotdenes,and 
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accept of my endeavors to ſer- 
Ve you , and your ladyship 
vill exceedingly agrandi7e 
the obligation F have, to glo- 
vie in being 
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Your ladyships humbleſt 
Servant and affe&tionat 
kinsman 


FRANCIS CHAMBEERLEYNE, 
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A SHORT), FACILE 
AND ASSURED MEANES 
TO BE SAVED. 

Jntirled 
THINKE WELL ON TE 


A neceſſary Advertiſment. 


ned with the blaod of 
the Sonm of God Izss 
Cxxisr, and who are 
E$ ſo advantagiously en- 

"= qued with reaſon , fo 

divinly illuminated with the light of 
Faith, and ſo povvertully ſolicited with 

the inſpirations of the Holy Ghoft. 
Hove yee never wel conjidered* 

FE Rom whence proceedes that Man 
24 being created of nothing;and made 
according vnto the Image and likenesof 
the Soon of God, and for a certaine time 
placed inthis world ; not to: heape vþ 
I 
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riches, totake his pleaſures, and to runn 


after honors, but only to love, ſerve, 


and praylſe his Creator in this tranſitory 
life, ro theend to enjoy inthe other an 
happy eternity. From whence comes it, 


fay I, thar after this ſignall favour , Man 


- foill thinkes on that which he is to per- 
forme here below, that it may be juſtly 
written on his forchead, the Epitaph 
which was engraven on the Tombe of 
a ſervant ofthe Duke of Burgundie. 

Here byes VVilkam Party, of this good 
Duke Secretary , he is departed this world , 
without kaewing what he came to ds. 
-- O ftupiditie altogethere ineffable, 
and ynworthy of all indued with neyer 
ſo lirtle indgment. 

Have yee never wel confidered? © 


H Ow it can be poflible,God having 


givenſo many meanes vnto Man 
x0 arrive vnto his end, and hath produ- 
ed creatures , who all cry out ſufficient- 
ty lowd, Learne, Render, Proceed. Learne, 
by how many benefits God obligey 
thee. Render him infiuit thankes ', tor 
oo” what 


—y 4% ay — —— 


— 


. Or Thinke well on it. 
what thou receave. Proceed, to love him 
to ſerve and to honor him. In this is his 
great defigne, and nevertheleſſe. almoſt 
all men imploy themſelves on Creatures 
O Brutality. | 

Have yee never well confidereds 

Ovv the only begotten Sonn of 

Almighty God perceaving thar all 
the innumerable benefits of his eternall 
Father, which are fo many beames pro- 
ceeding from his amorous and bounte- 
full Bae are notable to enlighren 
mens Hearts with the flames of his divi- 
ne loye, ts become Man , to aſſemble 
all theſe benefits and threafures, within 
his facred humanity , and by it making 
them to diſtil into the Hearts of men, 
he may inflame them with a moſt ardene 
love of the Divinity 3 as we fee , funn 
beames are not of them ſelves able to fi- 


re flaxe,but ifthey paſſe thtongh a chry- 


ſtall, they preſently reduce it mto ashes 


bur Alas theſe miſcrable Hearts are of a 


-farr other diſpoſition then Flaxe, they 
'are colder then marble , morehard.then 


a2 v ſeele, 


29 P a. 
Keele; they are _ with all theſe 
amorous inventions , 'they are not mo- 
lifyed with all theſe divine fires. O in- 
fernall coldenes. 
Have yee never wel confidered * 
HR® the adorable- Sonn of God 
Lhath hiddenthe brightnes of his in- 
finit Majeſty vnder the groſe vayle of 
our infirmity , forto accomodate him 
{elf vnto the feeblenes of ours&ces: How 
he is become Man, for to make ys love 
in the vnion ofour propre fleſh , thar 
which we knew notrto affect in theonly 
Divinity : How he makes him {elf our 
companion in this pilgrimage , for to 
reduce vs vnto the true and good way , 
which we have loſt , trafing by all his 
. ations the ſteps which we ought to tre- 
ad, forto fave our ſelves : How he 
_ hath $hed all his blood on the Croſſe 
for to wash our filth, and to afford vs a 
.vermillion which all Paradiſe admires. 
. Yett not with ſtanding we miſpriſe 
tins pretious bath, loving rather to re- 
. mnayne in our ordeurs:wee fly and shun 
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Or Thinke well on it. rf 
the Company of I = s us, for to follow 
that of the divell. In a word, we will not 
love God , do what he can. O ingrati- 
tude worſe then brutall ; O malice moſt 
diabolicall. 
Heve yee never well conſidered 8 

I fay , conſidered once as yee ought ; 

From whence thar a Chriſtian ſoul, 
which the Holy Ghoſt preſerves with 
ſo guch care with in the boſoome of 
his deare Eſpouſe the holy Catholike 
Church, nourish it fo royally with the 
divine Sacraments , and ſo amourouſly 
condudts it with holy inſpirations, in- 
ſtruts it ſo charitably by his Preachers, 
and ſo many good and pious bookes, 


' Incourages it ſo powerfully with ſomany 


eminent examples of Saints who have 
aſſed the ſame way : and yert (a moſt 
lrg thing) this poore ſoul finds her 
felf in a lamentable condition, wholy 
weary, languishing , vndone and often 
even dead. | 
O moſt deplorable misfortune not: 
with a few watery tearcs, bur with grear- 


TOr- 
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torrents of blood, to ſee man, the lively 
image of God the fayorire of Heaven , 
the cheefe workanshipe of grace well 
furniſſed with reaſon, enlightned with 
faith, regaled with the Sacraments, for- 
tefyed with grace, cherished with inſpi- 
rations , —_ more feeble and tepide;, 
to, raiſe him ſelf, and march towards 
his end, to acknow ledge his ſoveraigne 
Lord tg procure his true fclicity , Gon 
are thedulleſt beaſts and the moſt inſen- 
fible creatures. This is the great miſtortu 
ne which God reprchends the ſoul with 
all, by the Prophite. The oxe with all 
his ſtupidity :, ( faith he ) 'knowes his 
maſter, the Aſle more groſle, runs vnto 
the ſtable of him who nurisheth him 2: 
Ifarell pnly makes no account of me, 
my. people only apprehends not , vnto 
what end, I have placed them in the 
world, my only Children knowes not 
the fingulare care 1 have of them; And 
in a nother place , he complains with 
aq ingiguation. Who is more blind 
hen he who ſerves me , who OED 
; e 


—_ —— ———  -w—__ ” 


Or Thinke well on it, I 
deafe then he vnto whom Iſpeake by 
my. Embaſſadeurs , who js leſſe reas 
ſonable then he , vnto- whom. foly 1 
have given reaſon. 
| But, what would yee thinke of a 
Child, which a potent Monarch should 
finde lying in the durt , and haviug ad- 
optated him for his ſonn, should ſend 
tim for a certayne time in- to a remo- 
te country, ro the end that with a little 
labour and with great afliſtance, he 
might heape vp treaſures there to be dif- 
couered , with which he might gayne a 
floriching kingdome , and make him 
ſelf in a manner equall and coheire with 
the legitimart ſonn of this Prince ; if this 
enfortunate Child., in lieu of ſearching 
afrer this treaſure should conſume the 
mornings in ſleep, and ſpend the reſt 
of bis time inplay and debauchery,or td 
run after Burterflyes , if he should im» 
ploy all his meanes in buying feſcues , 

inns and glow wormes, would he not 
m juſtly choughrro have loft his ſenſes 
and to be vnwortly of the leaſt favor 


done - 
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done him 2 would he not at his xeturne 
deſerve , in ſeed of a faire pallace, an 
obſcure priſon , and for a crowne of 
a King , fetters and manacles of a la- 
ve; in lieuofa Princely entrataynment, 
the chaſtizement of a griveous crimi- 
nall ? Of farr greater punishments are 
thoſe worthy , on whom the Prophere 
Jeremie sheds ſo many teares, the 4. 
Chapter ob his lamentations. Blinde and 
inſenfible are they ; they might have byn 
nuriched with exquifite and Royall 
food, but they loved better to be fil- 
led with falthey ordures : ir was in their 
. Choiceto become beautifull like Angells 
- by their virtues, but by their vices are 
made more black then the Devils; and 
it was moſt ol for them with a little 
patience to be Kings for all eternity in 
the y Paradiſe, but by their y a 


Ked demeanour they have purchaſed 
mos eternall paynes of a moſt miſerable 


Heve 


| 
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Or Thinke well on it. t5 
"Have yee never well conſidered ? -\ 
Rem whence proceeds this great 
misfortune , tell mee ingeniouſly ? 

Comes it from man for not having 

ſufficient light to guide him } No, this 

can not be for he hath reaſon which 
would ſufficiently direCt his ſteps, if he 
were not blinded with too dark paſ- 
fons: Faith would condudt him directs 
ly vnto God, if he were not hendred 

vice : Divine inſpirations would rayſe 
him vnto high perfection, if ke were 
not depreſſed by the charming allur- 

ments of the world and the flesh 19 

Proceeds jt fromthe wicked nature 
of perſons, who reſemble cenayne 
trees incapable to beare any good fruit, 
nor to ſerve for any thing then the. fire? 

No, it is not-this; but, that which 

makes ſo many Confeſlarioursto fighth, 

is to ſee amongſt ſo many rich natures 
which they incounter ,- and which ſee» 
mesto be made ſoly for virtue, to ſee 
ther are(I ſay) ſo few make vic oftheſe 
great prerogatives of .nature;, vvhich 
NEVET 
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never the leſſe are fome of the moſt af- 
ſured markes of predeſtination, if they 
yvould bur never ſolittle cooperate. 

Proceeds it from the vvant of ſufficier 
inſtruction, and that the ſoul being 
left free vnto its depraved inclinations 
doth not clearely diſtinguish good fro 
evil, virtue from vice? Truly this rea- 
- ſon isnothing,, eſpecially in theſe ri- 
| mes, in vyhich the leaſt girle, or Boy 
knovves the deformity of vice , ſeeing 
every one takes yp the maſke of virtue , 
and can not be deceaved vnles they 
groſcly flatter them ſelves. 

From vvhence then proceeds this 
evil? Anſyyere mel beſeech yee. Bur 
be fore yee anſyvere, I conjure yee by 
all the favors yvhich yee have receaved 


from Heaven , by the pretions Blood | 


of Ieſus Chriſt shed for yee, by the 

share yee prerend to have in Paradiſe, 

I Thinke well ons it. 

rope after good and profound con- 
fideration , yee vvill freely con» 

fell that this milchiefe and ill une 
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Or Thinke well on i. yy 
arrives from not having had due confi- 
deration; for if one had bur once well 
chought on it, and f{criously pondered, 
whertore are we in the world, and whar 
s that we would defire to have done, 
when we $hall be departing this world 
« would be almoſt in woflible to offend 
our good Creator, and we should finde 
great facility to ſerve him. Is notthis 
wut? Thinker well on.it. | 
= yee never ſolirtle doubtir, 1 will 

wholy convince yee, by two or 
three examples. Whar was it, I pray 
yee, which tred S. Antony from al the 
Ul habits and couſtomes of this world , 
for to rayſe him vnto that ſublime des» 


gree of pop vnto vvhich he arri- 
yed? Three vwondes yvell conſidered 


| have made this great vvonder, He' ens 


tred on a certayne day into the Church, 
to heare maſſe , as he ought, and bej 
atentive ynto the Ghoſple; he heai 
how Ieſus Chriſt ſayed : If zhow wilt 
be perfe} yoe, ſell all thou hat, and fol- 
lay me : Thele wordes Knocking = 
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his Heart, he 947 the gate, he ke» 
arkneth' vnto them , he weighs them , 
and ſeriouſly confiders them,goes forth 
the Church, he haſtneth to give a be- 


ginning vntothe great perfection, he- 


afterwards shewed. How many others 
have heard the ſame Ghoſple , bur all 
have not ſo wellconfidered it as he. 
| © What extraordinary power drew S. 
Auguſtine out of the vice, in which he 
was ſo farr ingaged, forto addi him 
felf yntd virtue.” Fhree words well con- 
fidered cauſed this miraculous change z 
you have read, how his good Mother 
S.Momicaexhorted himto live well, bar 
he ſeemed deaff she powred forth fluds 
of teares , but did notmollify him, she 
d dangerous ſeas to follow him , 
and always ſolicire him , but $she pre- 
yailed nothing. Ye have heard how 
S. Ambroiſe vndertooke him, how they 
conferred to gether, how he was all 
wayes at the ſermons of this holy and 
eloquent Prelate , notwithftandin 
all this, he remained alwayes _— 
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Or Thinke well on it; .19 
obſtinat in. his imperfetion. One day 
he. entred ito a Garden, and lying 
ynder a tree, the Epiſtles of $. Paul by 
him , he hearda voyce, which fayd 
ynto him, zcke , _ take, read : he 


ziſes, openes his booke, and findes 


theſe words. It is wot in feaſts, nor 
in debawcherey , it is not in thebead, nor 
ordenrs of the flech , much kſſe in quarels 
and contefis that God is found, but put on 
Jeſws Chrifi. He reads theſe words. over 
and over, he meditats on them, he 


| . conſiders them, he engraves them in 


his heart. He runs vnto his deare Ali- 
pius, he haſtneth vnto his Morher, he 
wholy bequeathe him ſelf vnto God. 
What power broke the ſtrong chai- 
nes which faſt bound a yong Gentle- 
man in the vanityes and follies of the 
world > One ſole thought well digeſted 
in his ſoul, He was in a city ready. to 
repreſent ſome galentry vnto the eyes 
of a great and brave aſſembly z wher- 
fore he retird ynto his lodging beti- 
mes, to be the calier vp in the _— 
ur 


But the ardent defire he had to appeare , 
permitted him not to ſleep or to take 
any reft , he turned hini ſelf an hundred 
rimes in His bed , and as often deman- 


ded, whar hovyre it was : at laſta- 


monghft theſe inquierudes, a thoughe 
eame into his mmd ,. without doubr 
from his good Angell it proceeded : 
Thou art here in agood and eaſy bed, 
environed with fiken curtaynes , and 
finds the night ſo long and tedions, and 
vnable rotake any repoſe; - Oh , whar 
can the ſouls ſo many yeyres in pur- 
gatory doe , not mentioning thoſe 
which burnes in hell for all eternity ; 
This thought well pondered, made him 
to reſolue, ro quitt theſe Fopperyes , to 
apply him the more ſcrioufly ynto theob 

ing celeſtial) and eternall happynes. 
- What ravishing ſpeech or mouing 
diſcourſe perſuaided a yong and vaine 
lady to fortefy her courage, and to re- 
ſolue ro do penance for her finns, which 


' She did deteſt as she ought. A ſtrong - 


amagination ceaſed gn her Heart. She 
$0ocs 


_ 
yy — ——_ — 


hls > w' 


1 


4 oi. 4 © - TT a wy v-9v143_ O90 os Gall *” &@ = 1 


Or Vhinke well on it. 2x 
goes with her Neighbours to confeſle 
as much *for company fake , as for de- 


> votion, by good fortune she mett with 


a diſcrcet Confeſſarious, who having 
heard her confeſſion, and ſweetly ha- 
ving advertiſed her of the injury she 
did her {lf in living ſo vainly and wic- 
kedly, he gave her for penance to 


- weare a haire cloth for certayne how- 


res. O Farther, fayed she what fay you, 
to yveare . a hatre cloth? -Alas ! I can 
not do it, I have great difficuky 
to weare a {mocke , if it be not very 


| "fines well , anſwered the confeſlarius, 


in lieu of Heircloth , you shall faſt 
three dayes: how faſt, replyed she, J 
who can not riſe forth of my bed beto- 
re I havecaten agood caudell: O Fa- 
ther, this is impoſſible for me to perfor- 
me. Well then, fayed the Confeſfarius, 
yu Shall heare three. Maſſes on your 
nees without turning your head 2 it 
will be very hard for me, not to turne 
my head, replyed $he a gaine, - bur 
impoſſible for me ro Kneel fo long 
without 


22 P biew. 

without Ce Vines not what 
then todo with you replyed the Father, 
ſeeing you refule ſo cafie penances ha- 
vying commited ſo many great ſinns. 
Perhaps you can as often as you wash 


poor hands, thinke that thoſe white - 


nds shall become flth and wormes 
meate:she accepts of this pehance,recea- 


vesabſolution, goes home, washing her 


hands before he ſitts to eate, she thinks 
onwhat was enioyned her, for rhe firſt 
and ſecond time she made but {mal re- 
flexion. ; bur on the third time this 
thought+ made fo deep impreſſion in 
ker Heart, that she reſolues to give a 
fare well vnto alldelicacic and vanity for 
to do pennance proportionable ynto 
her ſinns, and to give herſelf wholy 
ynto God, andto become a Sainr. 
Lett theſe particulare examples ſuf- 
fice, for it is a moſt aſſured truth , thar 
ther have ben million of Perſons who 


have heard moſt eininent Preacheurs , ' 


and yett have not ben moyed : who ha- 
ve had religious Confeſſeurs able wing: 
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Or Thinke well en ir. 3 
ke Saints, and have not gained any 
thing 2 who have read moft ſpirituall 
5 bookes, and have nothing profited. 
And yett two orthree words well con- 
| fidered, a ſpeech ſpoken without di- 

. figne, but well pondered anddigefted 
" hath made them ro know themſelves 
and hath reduced them into an happy 
, condition. 1 was Confeſlarius vato: a 
Lady of quality, who affured me, rhar 
he for 7. years had forthe death 
of her Husband: in the beginning very 
often inthe day, and afterwards rwiſe 


| , every day she never failed to 21 


know not how many Religious of di» 
yers ordres , and other able and diſerect 
pe were imployed-, to make her 
ow the injury $he did vnto the ho- 
lines reputation and virtue ofherdecca- 
{ed Husband, but all to no eftet: one 


day as She was weeping in her chamber, 
paſling throught a oalle , She meets 


with one of her Maydes ſweeping, who 
| mildly fayed vnto her, I know not Ma 
dam yato what purpoſe yourLiſo long 


24 Penſe:-y bien | 
. rime oppoſech the gil of God. This 
h proceeding from a chambre 
mayde , glided ſo deeply im to her ſoul, 
and she confidered it fo well , that she 
reſolued to make an end'of theſe teares, 
the which fo many premeditared dis | 
courſes could not effect , be cauſe they | 
were not well conſidered on; one word | | 
by chance ſpoken, and well conſide- | | 
red gained and conquered her. , | | 
her fore being it is moſt true, that | « 
one ſole word well meditated on, is ca- | « 
pable to.convert a perſon, and toprofitt , | 
more then long exhortations , even as | 1 
as one on ly graine well buried im the | 
earth, will yeeld moreincreaſe, thena| t 
hundred others caſt on the high way or | * e 
on ſtones. 1 am reſfolued , having a| < 
moſt ardent defire to aide ye. Towards| 1 
your ſakuation , not to propoſe ynto ye. . 
C 
J 


Is or three words , wooden 
ut I conjure you by whatis deare! 
wnto you, or that I baye ſpoken, | 
Thizke well avis. — 


is þ 
re 


| yen ares Man, aud therfore muſt dye. Go 
| B 


Or Thanke well 07 it. 25 
N70 becauſe the great ſecreatcon” 

fiſt in giving you the meanes of 
well thimking onit. } find not a berter 
then a ſtrong repreſentation 5 a lively 
imagination of the hovvre of death. 
Thais is the fecreat , which thoſe that 
would live holy , made vie of. For this 
reaſon , the Emperor Maximilian had 
his Cothn caricd allwayes with him; S. 
Iohn Elimoſinarius twile or thrife every 


day viſited his ſepulcher. The Ancho- 


ratts have allwayes in their Cels a Deaths 
head, on which they alwayes loo- 
ked. Therare ſo many good Reli- 
gious vvho hardly meditate on any 
thing then on death. Belicve me that 


' amongſt the infidels, thoſe that have 


deſired to live the better , have made 
vie of this meanes; I vvill notgive you 
any other example then that of Philip 
King of Macedony , Father of Alxan+ 
der the great, vyvho had one of his Pa- 

es vvitth him , for to come and tell 
him every Morning : Sir remember that 


_ 
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£00 my deare friend , tell me ſeriouſly, 
andfromthe heart: if God shonld ſend 
yon anangell to aſſure youthat you we- 


reto dye whithin two or three dayes, Þ' 


In carneſt, what would you thinke 
themwhat would you ſay? haſten not to 
anſwere , but before ? Thinke well ons it. 
J read on your countenance what lyes 

hidd in your Heart : youthinke that 
youare in health, youug and ſtrong, 
and therfore you can not 1magine death 
To be fo necre 2 O for the love of God , 
| anydearefriend } befeech you , confide 
nor on your yourh, on your health,and 
Nrenght nor anyquality you can have : 
No, no, you muſt be deceaved by thoſe 
who have no other deligne then to rut- 
neyou, believe me rather who am your 
fairh ful friend , havirlg no other inte- 
reſt. then your good. Itell you then , 
and alfureyou , defireing youto believe 
me. Moreyounge, beter in health and 
Nreonger thenyou , more rich and abler- . 
then you hall dyc this weeke, who nar  \ 
wwxhbſtanding belicyss to live as long-as 

, you 
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Or Thinke well ori it. 
you. And although Tam nor a Prophet, 
for to foretell that you $hall be of the: 


- number, yet [can with as great afluran- 


ce advertiſe you, as it I were one, thar 
death ro day is neerer vnto you then it 
was yeſterday and that to morrow ir 
will be ncerer then it is roday, and ic 
will never reſt ynt ill it hath overtaken, 
tript vp your heils and fent you into the 
other world. Conſider thertore ſeriouſly 
on your affaires. Thinke well on it. © 

Har if finding my prayers too im- 

portune, you fay vnto me, that I 
begin firſt to thinke and poder on what 
I demaund of you. Iam content and 
will truly declare varo you whatT thin- 
ke, If 1 were advertiſed by a meſſenger 
from heaven that my life were to have 


an end with in this weeke, I proteſt _. 


vntoyou, thatI would putin exſecu- 
tion, that which often I learned being 
young of a very learned and Religious 
Perſon, who did me the honor to. love 
me and to have a care of my foul ,' a- 
mongſt the pious and good diſcourſs 

| by with 
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with which he a. x4or me when 1 
viſited him, he often ſayed vnto me. My 
Son what ſocvcr thou wouldſt have } 
done at the howre of death doeit now 
whilſt thou art able , and what thou 
wouldſtnot have done then, be carefull 
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$O NOT-CONMMIT it now. 
Lett you and 1 willingly have this 
profitable counſel! before our eyes al- 
wayes and foengraven in our hearts as 
itis neceſſary for vs,. for which end, 
Thinke well on it. 
Nd ifby good fortune your mind 
delates 1t {elf and defires to know 
every particular which you would have 
done and not have done, if you were at 
theend of yourlife , I am exceedingly 
Gaisfped and and 1 prayſe God with all 
my heart , oy he hath ſo ſweetly 
' gouched you, for it is a greatteſtimony, 
thatyou take to heart that which moſt 
concernes you , in which if Ican afliſt 
you, I wall imploy all my mdeavors,, & . 
wricting what ſocyer ſireer Teſus shall #| 
Jr to diftat vnto my ſoul, which may 
ayda 
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de youto gaiue heaven, deeming,my 
ſelf moſt happy, if I should ſweat bloud 
and water, yea give my lite for torender 
—_— Ervice VINO yOu. 
o-the end that the profitt be more 
aſſured and the greater, I-aske you four 
things, before I begin. 
Be firſt is, that every demaund I hall 
_— you - imagme that i is not E 
t ix - butitis your good A 
or the bleſſed Vihiaha God ws 
mdoing fo you will be the more atten- 


tive. 

The Second is , that as. ſoon any poynt 
be propoſed you beſeecte the: Holy 
Ghoſt for to illuminat your vnderffan- 
ding to know the verity of what is-pro- 
poled ynto you ſaying with fervor , 
Come , o Holy Ghoſt, infuſe mto my 
ſoul a beame of thy divine light, that 
I maybe able to comprehend what is 


| fayed vnto me now. 


The third is , that for ro conceavye that 
which: Shall be propoſed vnto you, an& 
to anſwer ther ynto the better you for 
B uj a 
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2. while deliberatly confidere , ponde- 
ring each poynt the ſpace. of three or 
four. Parers atleaft. 

_ Thefeurth is, that you make a firme 
reſolutzon with the grace. of Almighty 
Godtolive berter, ſaying an 4ve Maris 
to the end that. the Immaculart Virgine 
aſbſt you. TONY 
- - f you pleaſe to grane me theſe four 
things, I cs my ſelf. that you in 
_ shorr time .— re" "me benefitt and 
Hein T.ve difpofition to : 
are before Juviotry God, when ira 


. Pleaſe his divine Majefty to call you | 


vnto his preſence. Lett vs begin, 
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THE FIRST PART 
"Of that which one would nor 
have done if he were at the | 
houre of deaths. 


Eare Reader profoundly rea- 
JI= , and truely. Cheiſtt- 


F ane I coniure theets tell me, 
: -+ bur rather tell me fron the 
heart, then the mouth - If God should 


aſſure thee at this preſent , thar rhow art 


to die. this weeke , wouldſt thou nor 
be very ſorry to have ſo-miſerably ſpene 
fo many houres , fairedayes, and large 
yeares, which were afforded thee for 
to gayneParadiſe. For what? to cate, 
drinke augdſteepe , as beaſts doe, For 
what ? to trimme thy ſelf, laugh, and 
play, as fooles doe; For what>to do, 
ay, and thinke that which is. ynworthy- 
of 2 reaſonable ſoul, much more of a 
Chriſtien. I beſcech thee, what —_ 


Ie 


Todo 


| ban 


WD SS 


32 ' Penſex-y bien. 
thou. fay of a __ who had im- 


d him all the time of a faire in 
laing and making good chee- 
fe, wn his Companions are become 
rich by labouring day and night, 
what confidence dares he returne ho- 
me having foolishly ſpent all he had 
caried with him, without buying any 
Marchendize , how vvill he be blamed 
by his Parents and friends, how con- 
founded will he be, appearing befor- 
his neighbours who know his ill huf- 


dry? Say with devotion, Come 0 


holy Ghoſt , enlighten me with « ; beame of | 


thy light for to Cadkeflend this propoſition: | 
And then , Thinke well on is. 


Having done this , 
thou haſt behaved thy ſelf hereto fore, 
Be a shamed , if thou haſt ben faulty 
reſoJue to at better here after. Addreſle 


with - 


conſider hoyy | 


thy ſelf vnto the blefled Virgin beſeec- 


hing her to ſecond thy good reſolutions. 
Ave Maris. 
Hou who haſt ſo often defired to 
be advertized of the howre of thy 
death , 
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Or Thinke well on it. 
death, if I now aſſure thee , thatwithin 


. five or ſux dayes thou'shalt die : wilſt 


thou not have great cauſe trInr 6 
on thy memory, in having taken fo 
much payne a bout things 'vn profitable, 
indecent and hurrfull, - which have hen- 
dred the remembrance of God. Whar 
eſteem wilſtthou. have of him , who 
being able caſcly to fill his cofers with 
filver, gold, and pearle, had rather 
pur therin durt, shells and filth.  ' 
Thinke well on it. 

Thou wilſt boldly conclud, thar he is 
indiſcreet and vn Crane , who ha- 
ving an happy memory for creatures 
doth forgett the Creator, and remem- 
bring the affaires of the world hath loſt 
the memory of his owne concernes, it 
thou finds thy ſelf guilry of this misfor- 
rune , be ashamed, and asking pardon 
for whart is paſt, reſolue ro do better 
hereafter. Ave Maris. | 

am certayne that thou haſt .a tender 

devotion vnto thy good Angell,and 
that thou remits thy whole ynto 
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his condu&t. It he should now come 
* andrellthee thathe hath but four or fi- 
 .. vedayes.to governe thee, wouldſt rhou 
not condemne thy vnderſtanding of 
ſtupidity more then brurall , in having 
ben imployed ſo vn profitably in ſo 
many foperies and childish royes , ſo vn 
worthily occupied in ſo many vaniryes, 
fo vnfortunatly buſued in tranfitorie 
things , which are worth nothing in- FF | 
comparaiſon of thoſe which God hath | 
Prepared for thee in the kingdome of , | 1 
heaven , promiſed on his faith and by | 

| 


folemne oath vnto thee. What opini- 
on wouldſt thou have of him vvho 
being able ro apply him ſelf caſely vnto 
good affaires , from yyhence he mighr | 
gaine much honor and profit, had ra- } 
ther amuſe himſelf yvith lacquies and 
children about rrifels. Thinke. well on it. | 

Tbou vvilſt freely ayoue, that it is the | 
moſt extravigant folly that a man can | 
commit. Confidere if thou be exempr, |} 
and refolue be vyayling vvhar is paſt to 
doe better from this day forvvard. 1 
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Or Thinke well. on it. .-_ 
knovy thon believeſt, that there are / 
many Saindts in the Church, vvho 
do miracles, and fore tell yvyhar is to co- 
me : if any one oftheſe should yyhiſper 
thee in the eare, that thou haſt but tvyo . 
or three dayes to live, wouldſt thou 
not be excedingly confounded for ha- 
ving imployed thy vvill.in fondly lo- 
ving that yvhich vviſely ought to be ha- - 
red , and maliciouſly hating that vvhich 
ought perfectly to be beloved, art thou 
not very much ashamed to fo effeftio- 
naly adheare vnto creatures , as to con- 
remne the Creator ? vyhar yvoulſt tho 
thinke of him vyho being ablc ro chang 
his heart into pearle . into a luminous ' 
ſtarr, yea even into God himſelf should 
rather love to convert it into durt , into | 
a hogg or into a divell? Thinke well on it, 

And knovving that love Metamors- : 
phizeth thy heart into vvhar it loves, 
thou vvilt confeſle thar it is an extreame ' 
malice yyhich deſerves more then hell, * 
to ſertle the affection on any thing then 
God ſoly, rake heed of vyhar thou =_ 

ne 
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done heretofore ar five for the ti- 
me to come. 

Aſt thou never beheld the heave- 
nes enveloped and darkned with 
obſcure clouds , the aire all in fire with 
lightning, thounders grumling on all 
parts, an horred medlay of winds and 
rayne drouning the fields and :over tur- 
ning howles, it this should happen to 
day ,and a yoice should bed thee to loo- 
ke vnto thy ſelf , for this tempeſt very 
Shortly would fall on thy head, wouldſt 
thou nottremble with feare and griete, 
for having ſo wickedly imployed ſo ma- 
ny good talents which God hath given 
thee for to ſerve him. wouldſt thou then 
be endued with the eloquence of ſpeech 
to ruine others, with ſubtiliry of witr 


ro deceave them, with the ſweetnes of- 


converſation to draw them vnto euil , 
with force to diſtroy them , with beauty 
to hurt them, and with all other talents 
to damne thy ſelf and them together. 
Unto what punishment wouldſt thou 
condemne him , who having receayed a 

es * | great 
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t ſumme of mony, of a great king , 
to ſerve him,and to engage others in 
his :ſervice , 'should buy halters for to 
diſtroy himſelf and others. 
Thinke -ivell ons it. 

Thou wilt with out doubt conclud, 
that it is farr better not to have receaved 
ſo many talents from heaven, then to 
imploy them ill , and that ſeryant to be 
very vnhappy who ſpent his maſters 
monyes in things contrary vnto his in- 
tention. See if thou be not ſuch an one, 
and _ ro amend. 

F aring that I have weared thee with 

my interogations, I am reſolved ro 
acquieſce, for a while, to hearken vnto 
a muſick which in deed is none of the 
ſweereſt , for it comes from hell , not- 
with ſtanding it will profitt very much , 
aud confirme all that is already fayed; 
In the booke of wiſdom chap 5. the 
wiſe Man makes the damned ro ſay. 
Repenting and fighing for anguish of 
ſpirits ; T heſe are they whom we had 
ome time in dirifion, and ina parable 
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of reproch : we ſenſleſſe eſteemed their: 


life madnes and their end without ho- 
nor. Behold how they are counted 


among the children of God, and their: 


lot is among the Saints , we therfore ha- 
veerred4romthe way of truth, and the 
light of juſtice hath notshined to vs,and 
the ſunne of vnderſtanding roſe not to 
vs, weare wericd in the way of iniqui- 
tie and perdition , and have walked 
hard wayes, but the way of the lord we 
have not Knowen : what hath pride 
profited vs ? what commoditie hath the 
vaunting of riches brought to vs. Al 
thoſe things are paſſed away as a shado- 
vv, andasa meſlenger running before 
and as a shippe that paſſeth through the 
rging waters : wher of, when it is 
, the trace can not be found, nor 

the path of that shippes keele in the 


waves: orasa bird that flyeth through. 
in the Ayre, of which ther is no token 
can be found of her paſſage , but only- 
a ſound of the winges beating the light 
winde : and by yehemence of- going. 


cutting 
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cutting the ayre , moving the winges 
She is lowen through , and afterward 

ther is no ſigne found of her way ; or 

as when an arrow is shott forth to a ſerr 
marke , the divided ayre is forth with 
cloſedin ir ſelf againe , fo thar the paſ- 
fape therof is not knowne : ſo we alſo 
being borne, forthwith ceaſed to be : 
and of vertue certes have ben able ta 
Shew no-figne : but in our. Naughrines 

we are conſumed, ſuch things ſayed they 

in hell , which ſinned, becauſe the hope 
of the impious isas duſt, which is taken 
away with the winde : andas a thinng 
froth , which is diſperſed by the ſtormes 
and as fmoke thar is ſcatered abrode by 
the winde : and as the memory of a 
Gheſt of one day that paſſeth. Haſt thou 
well heard this harmonius muſick of 
hell, tell me ſeriouſly , wouldſt go the» 
ther one day to be partaker of it, 

Thinke well on it. 

In the meane while I will continue 
my demanding of thee, if for certaine 
thou muſt die with in four or five dayes 

| at 
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at the fartheſt wouldſt thou not with | 


many teares complaine of they eyes in 


having given them ſo mnch liberty to. 


reade ſo many vaine and vnchaſt boo- 
kes, wouldſt thou not be ſorry to ha- 
ve caſt ſo many amoreus and lewd glan- 
ces on ſo many dangerous objects which 


Satan made vie of to precipitate thee - 


into wicked ations, as if he had not 
ben ſufficiently powerfull to ruine thee 
without the aide of thy fight, had ir 
not ben better for thee to have ben 
borne blinde , or that thine eyes had 
ben putt out as ſoon as thou wert bor- 
ne, then to have made ſo ill vie of them, 
Thinke well on it. 

Thou wilt conclud with the evange- 
liſt, that it 1s more expedient to have 
thy eyes _ our, that is, to retayne 
with violence thy ſight, for to enter 


into Paradiſe , then to behold whar 
ſoevyer preſents it ſelf, and to deſcend 
into hell, invite thy eyes to wash with 
their teares they paſſed faults , and ma- 
Kea coucnant with them for the time | 

ro 
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Ell me freely, #f thou shouldſt 

heare the bell which advertiſe all, 
that they are cazring the viaticum vnto 
thee, wouldſt thou nor exceedingly bla- 
me thy eares, for having roo curiouſly 
Ifſtened vnto the wicked diſcourſe held 
againſt the reputation of an other , for 
having taken ro much pleaſure in im- 
pertinent prayfes, and inditcreer jeſtings 
and ſcothngs, for having ben too at- 


_ rentive vnto wanton ſonges, laſcivious 


wordes which infinuate their poiſon fo 
fecreerly into the hearr, rhar hardly one 
rceaves it before he he dead, as the 
Sh takes not heed that de hath ſwallo- 
wed the hooke ynrill he 1s dravyne 
forth of the vvater. O hovy much bet- 
ter had it ben for thee to have ben al- 
wayes deafe then to have by this 0 
afforded entrance vnto this potſon 
which hath infeed thy ſoul, and per- 
haps will cauſe its erernall death, - 
Thinke well on it. 
| Thou vrvilt refolue' to folloyy the 
coun” 
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counſe!l of the vviſe man © to mviror 
they cares vvith a hedg, of thorns, that 
isto lay , . vvith a ſtrong conſideration 
of hell fyer,, fornotto hearken to any 
thing vvhich can ruine thee. ; 
| gry xe that. vvith in tyvo hovvres 

 thy.ſoul is to give an account of all 
She hath ever fayed, it this yvere ſo, 
vyouldſt thou not torture thy tongue 
vvith they teeth, for haying uttered fo- 
many jeaſts., mockeryes and yntruths , 
fo many braggings, oſtentations., and 
vauntings- ſsmany fovyle yvordes ,- de- 
tractions and blaſphemes, ſo many cur- 
fangs and othes ,, of all vvhich thou 
Shalt ſce a moſt exact catologue , vvilſt 
not paſle for a poore merchant ,if tho 
art found for one vvyord-te have loſt 
vyhat foever gaod thow hadft, and fold 
thy ſoul vnto the divell. Thinke well on ir. 
. Seckeredreſle for the vyvoundes thy 
tongue hath.made in thy ſoul, and re- 
ſent them vvith griefe , firmely purpoſe 
to keepe it better , being moſt aſſured, 
that of a hundied that this ——— 
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hell, nimery are precipitated ther by the 

tongue. 

| þ thou already didft feele the ſtmking 
exhalations of thy. dying body, 

vvouldſt thou not ſigh from the botto- 

me of thy heart ſor having ſought yvith 


fo much ſenſuality ſvvcer odours | ro 


perfume they garments , to imbaume 
thy carkas , and to ſatisfy thy noſtrels , 
and thoſe vyho accompany thee, vvhilſt 
thy ſoul by its im ſections yeelds an 
intollerable loathſome ſent vnto all the 
celeſtiall court? vyhar extravigance is it 
to perfume the leave, and permitt the 
armeto be putrified? vvhar folly is it 
to finel of musk amongſt lackyes acd 
to ſtinck in the prelences of a Prince. 

Thinke well on # — | 

Be confounded, if the ancient pro- 


verb be verifyed in thee; very often - 


the heart ſtinketh , vyhen the body is 
perfumed, reſolue not to verify here af< 
ter this truth. 

Hart vyouldſt thou doe, if thon 
didſt knovy- for certaine thar 


vvith 
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.Þ; FOO three rw ds body should be 

vvormes meate 2 yyouldſt thou not cur- 

: &a thouſand times thy taſte yvhich finds 

nothing fufficiently ſeaſoned , vvhich 
 ſeekes. vvith ſo much care fiveet and 

delicious. viands and pleaſant vvines x 
vvhich- knovves not hovy to faſt, nor to 
abſtaine from yvhart is forbiden. Hadſt 
not better eaten ſome ill dreſſed mearte, 


then to be inforced to drinke the poy- - 


fon of ſerpents and cate toades. 
 . -Thinke well on it. 

Thou vvilſt confeſle , thatir is berter 
evith a litſe payne roabRtaine and to be 
mortefyed a os dayes in the noble 
company of I z sus and his Saints for 
to gaine Paradiſe, then to ſuffer hun- 


ger eternally vvith the damned in hell, ' 


F. thou didft lively apprehend vvhar 
vvill happen ar the laſt period of they 
life , vehere thoubalt looſe all feeling, 
vwouldft thou not have an extreame 

and forroyy to have ben {o deli- 
cateand ſenſuall in thy touching,, thar 
thou haſt never ben able to endure, 
hair 
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haire cloth, diſcipline , nor the leaſt 
incommodity , but haſt alyvayes ſought 
after the fineſt lnnen and haſt made 
this ſence yyholy brunale. A las! hovy 
vvilſt thou be able to vveaze garments 
of fire, to lye eternally on the burning 
coalcs of hell. Thinke well on it. | 
Thou vvilt confeſſe that it had ben 
better a hundred times to have ben al- 
vvayes leprous then to have procured 
thes eternall evils. 1 do aske thee, if 
this yvere the laſt hour of thy life, whe- 
ther thou vouldſt not rather be with our 
a hand,then to have imployedthy hands 
ſo often in taking that wvhich did not 
belong unto thee, mplaying, <cateing 
to much,in ſatisfying vanity, in ſtirking 


, without reaſon; in vnjuſtly increaſing 


thy wealth , in caking things vnlawtull? 
is1t not true thatther yvould not be > 
many gallowes, ifther were not ſo ma 
ny malifaftors ? Thinke well on#. 
Thou will allovy, that.ther had not 
ben ſo many damned, if their hands had 
taken ſo much payne for to open _ 
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them the Heavens, as they have done 


for to purchalc hell. 

ne is the laſt queſtion I will pro- 
poſe vnto thee at this rime. If thou 

wert fall ro day ſick as it is pollible, and 


thatthou wert aſſured that thou thouldſt / 


not recoverez wouldſt not thou rather 
have ben lame and with our feet, then 
to. have ſo often runne after dauncings 


and tavernes, . frequent play howſes and 
infamous placesin which thou perhaps / 
haſt loſtthat which is never to be reco- F 
vered, and. with that the life of thy ſoul. 


Take heede of thoſe hogs. which the 


Evangeliſt mentions , behold how after 
thedivel wasentred into them, they ne- 


ver left running vntill they were preci- 
Pitared into the fea. Thinke well on it. 
Have compallion on thoſe who 


being once under the _—_ never reſt | 


From falling from 'one finn into an 


o:her untill they be indulfed intoeter- 
nall perdition. 


as 
> mn. 
- 
. 
* 
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| || am not ſo pafſionatly amourons af 
the faluation of thy ſoul rhatT forgert 
{ the health of thy body, and therfore 
| leaſt thy minde being ro much imployed 
4 in thinking on thoſethings, I propoſe 
4 might —_ a diſtemper- m thy head, 
] am willing that thous ſpend ſornetime 
| 10 beholding a ſpectacle which repre- 
{ents ir{elf here, very fitt, to confirme 
whar hath ben ſayed. Ther was a young 
4 lady who appeared vmo her Ghoſtly 
J: Father in a moft terrible manner, a 
'J: thouſand ſnakes were her haires of her 
{ head, she had'two cruell Afpes han- 
ging at her eyes , which did cruel!y ror- 
ture her, two venomous vipers at her 
noſtrels, two poiſonning hzards at her 
cares3 She mutilated her tongue with 
ineffable rage : on her boſome ther ap- . 
youeg rwo vglic Toads which nibbled 
er breaſts : an horrible dragon-which 
conſtrained her to ſwallow his Foame, 
an other four or five times environed 
* her body, thruſting his head into her 
privities drew forth her entraills : two 
| _ gall 
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gaſtly divels moſt cruelly did teare the | 


partesof her body which had ben in- | 
ſtrumemts of the greareſt offences, and 

incellantly powred melted led and 

boyling oyle: I am notable roexpreſ: | 
& wharſtrange faces and wry moughes | 
she made , her eyes fparkling with fire | 
rowled in her head withfury , $he caſt 
forth of her eares and noſtrels firy ſul- 

phure} she mouthed worſe then a fury; 
2 garmeat of fire covered all her body , | 
bur truly nothing was ſo inſupportable 
as her roarings and cryes: Curſed be the 
creature, ſayd she, who for fo ſinal 
pleaſures hath deſerved fo great tor- 


mentsz curled be the heade which for | 


being the ſear of all yanities is at preſet 
the bayr of all the infernall wormes , 

curſed eyes which for inconfidered loo- 
Kes are punished with moſt horrid 
ſights. Curſed cares which for lakcivi- | 
Sus ayres and fonges are conſtrained to 
heare hdlich muſick. Curſed noſtrelk 
which for effeminat odors, ſmels the 


fu king carkalles of che damned. Cur- | 


kd, 
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Or Thinke well oz it. 49 
Curſed, and a hundred times curſed bo- 
dy whichfor having taken to much ple- 
ſure in ſuperfluous promotions and for- 
beden {enſualtys $shalt be alwayes clo- 
thed with fire and tortured with di- 
vers torments. Curſed creatures which 
have contribuited vntro my miſery 
and have ben complyces of my cri- 
mes. Cnrſed be Father and Mother 
who have given me the temporall lite 
which hath conducted unto cternall 
death, Curſed be aboue all, curſed erer- 
nity which will not afford an end nor tru 
ce of my evils. O eternity, and infaying,' 
curſed<ternity, she vanished : behold 2 


. a ſtrang vihon, Iafſure thee, that we 


Should ſe one farre more frightfull , if 


God would afford us a fight PEArceing . 


even unto hell, and thertore : Thinke 
well on 5t. 

[| Returne to aske of thee, I ſay ofthee, 
Z who art the dearely beloved of my 
heart; if thou shouldſt know that thow 
wert to departithis world with in tvvo 
dayes, wouldſt thqu with ſo much 


C alt 
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ambition appeare among men wouldſt 
thou ſped {o muck mony in magnificent 
clorhes, in tplendent jewels, fine perrles, 
and rich. £equipagez wouldſt thou walk 
with ſo much pride, wouldſt thou ſpeake 
with Jo much arrogance z in a word, 
wouldſt thou harbour fo much haurines 
m thy heart andinall thy deportments , 
knoweſt thou not that God could nor 
permit pride to be in heavenin the moſt 
Eminent creatures which ever he made , 
how will he indure it in thee. 

Thinke well 07 it. 

, Boldly refolue to roote our of thy bo- 
 dy<venthelcaſt haire , and pur of thy 
foul the fmalcſt chought which may nu- 
rish this vice,leaſt it Should procure the 
wrauth of God on thee,eternaldanation 
= thou kneweſt moſt .certaynly that 

within fourand twenty houres thy 
Parents and Friends, in recompenſe of 
what they enherite of thee, muſt ſend 
thee into the other world ſexved i in one 
of the commune s$hects of thy cofer , 
S$ouldR thou bs ſo covetuous of gaine 
 wouldft F 


Or Thinke well on it. Ft 
wouldſt thou ſo greedily runne after 
Gold * wouldſt thou heape up treaſures 
ſo painefully for Heires who will reme- 
berthee no longer then they are makin 
ood cheere of thyn? what will availe 
thee the ſtately and ſumpruous Howlſes 
which thou haſt built when thou muſt 
lodg ina black Tombe , what will pro- 
fire thee to have left ſo much gold and 
tilverin Banke when thy Soul shall bur- 
ne in purgatory Thinke well on it, 
Conclud, that it is no {mal follie in 
being ſo ſolicitous to heap up 'wealth , 
which ſoon or late muſt be loſt, and fo 
careleſſe of thofc treaſures. which we 
may carry With us and enjoy for al e- 
ternity. | 
lh thou didſt know that - death were 
but two or three dayes from thee,and 
didſt ſee one of his forerunners with 
thee, as it is very probable that thow 
artnot without ſome corporall incom- 
modity , tell me, in this apprehenſton 
wouldſt thou abandon thy iclt inthe or- 
dure and filth of ſfenſualitite, wouldft 
C ij thou 
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thou wallow like a hog in themire 3 
wouldſt thou ſay with thoſe shallou 
braincs in the ſecond chapter of wiſedo- 
me. Come threfore , and lett us enjoy the 
ereature #s in youth. Lett us fill owr ſelves 
with precictts wine and oyntmentts, andl 
let wot the flowre of the time paſſe ns ; let 
#s crowne 6ur ſelves with Rofes before they 
wither , lett th:r be wo medow , which our 
#iott Shall zot paſſe through., let none of vs 
he exempied from our riteonſnes , every 
wher Jett as leave ſigne of joy , becauſe this is 
ar purtiew and this our lot , wouldſt thou 
with theie people have led a life of an 
Atheſt and a beaſt, or lived like thoſe 
of Sodome to be {walloved up by the 
carth. Thinke well on it. 

Thou wik avoyde all occaſions of 
detyling thy body and Soul, imitating 
the faire Hermine, who for fear of de- 
fyling her whit sKin with the durt per- 
mits her{clf ro killed. 


2 maligne fever did torment rhee | 


i thy bed, having diſpatched many 
with in twile foure and twenty boures. 


 Wouldit thou not be vexcd for having 


e 
Y 
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Or Thinke well on it. 
harbored fo long hatred and envie in 
thy ſoul againft thy Neighbour , fer ha- 
ving endeavorcd to diſtroy him-andto 
blemish his honor, without gaining any 
thing but a bitter remorſe of conſcience, 
and the malediftions of Cam ? Thinkx 
well on it, 

Thon wilt compaſſionar the envious; 
ſeeing them macerated with the proſpe- 
rity 'of others, and thou wilt avoyde 
envy which torturesthe heart and con- 
fumes the body. 

F thou didft nnagine that withinthree 

dayes that thy body should be redt- 
ccd intoduſt, wouldſt thou have ſo muck 
deked and cockered it and taken fo 
much care to nurish it, affording all 
that it defired without conſulring with 
reaſon. Woulfſt thou be like unto the 
rich Glaton , who from a plentiſfull rable 
was draged into the eternall flaming ft- 
res, wher he could not obtayne a htrle 
drop of water to releave his thirſt which 
infinitly tormented him. Thinke well on it. 

Conclud that they moſt miferably 
C iij vn 
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ynfortunatc vvho for being too indul- 
pet unto their bodyes , expoſcth their 
odyes and ſouls unto the danger of 
eternal! damnation. 
F thou vvert ſick in bed , and an cx- 
pert and $hil{ul Phifteian should de- 
fire thee to put all things in good order 
for thatthou artin great danger of de- 
ath , vyouldſit thou not exceedingly 
grieve, to haye ben ſa often impatient, 
to have curſed and injured thy ſervants 
domeſticks and neighbours, and to ne- 
ver have ſuffered any the leaſt thin 
for God and for thy faluation'? reihh 
is better eirher to indure ſome little 
thing for God and to gaine Paradiſe 
according unto the example of Saints, 
orto ſnfter in the next life yvithout any 
benefitt. Thinke well oz it. 

Firmely reſolue to ſubdue thy Cho- 
lr and to ſuffer all things patiently ſce- 
ing that the grievous malice of men in 
the vyorld is not to be compared vvith 
the rage and fury of the divels vyhichy 
torment in the other vyorld. os 


Or Thinke well on it. 5s 
| of now the holy Oyle were brought, 
wouldſt thou not tremble and shiver 
conlidering the negligence thou haſt u- 
{&d all thy life ts favethy foul :; wil thow 
not be ashamed tor having uſed ſo muck 
flacknes in kneeling every morning , in 
making thy intentions , in frequenting 
the holy Sacraments , in viſiting , the 
ſick, in hearing, Maſle 2 would not thy 
heart faynt ſeeing fo tew good workes 
accompaniug thee before God 2 what 
Shame 1s.it vnto a child of a noble fanulie 
to ſee himſelf ill attended when he pre- 
ſents him {elf unto his Father before a 
noble aſlembly 2 Thinke well op it. | 
Thou wilt boldly fay thatit is a de- 
villish inchauncing,to ſee men fo diliger 
m gaining the goode which death will 
wholy deprive them of, it they donor 
before looſe them, and fo laiſy in fee- 
king after thoſe treaſures which will 

accompany them after death and come» 
fort them for all eternity. ; 
| jo thou hadſt thy foul even on thy lips, 
and ther wanted but one breath - 

| 
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the departnre of it, wouldſt thou not be 
in a shametfull confuſion ro have fold 
and loſt the merit of thy good actions 
for lirtle vanity , for an humane reſpect, 


for a foolish compliance? Is it not chil-' 


dish, to leave a piece of gold, for a pu- 
trifyed nutt ? ts 1t not moſt brutall, to 
ſweate and Kill himfelf with labour, to 
be ſolaced with a little winde? Is it not 
work then folly , to do wel meerely for 
to be eſteemed and prayſed by men. 
Fhinke well on it. 

Be a fraide to receave the anſwere 
which God gave unto thoſe vyho after 
having prayed much,and ben well mor- 
ecfycd , thinking tobe rewarded ther- 
fore , heard : Itell yee in truth, that yee 
have already: receaved your ſalary and 
wages. Reſolue to have a good intenti- 
on in all your actions to pleaſe God, 
rendring him all the glorie, that he will 
conſerve thee entierly, for ro enjoy him 
eternally, 

Er us conclud all ina vvordzIf thou 
vertin the paſſage vyhich all muſt 
e 


Or Thinke well on it. «55. 
make from this life unto the other; 
woutldſt thou have done , fayd, .or 
thought any the leaſt thing a gainſt the. 
Majeſty of him , before-vvhom thou arr 
going to receave the ſentence of death 
or.life eternal! Thinke ſeriouſly on it, ne- 
ther more or leſſe then if on this thoughe 
depended thy eternity of felicity or mi= 
ſery. / 

Thinke lively on it, nether more or 
lefle, then if thou hadfſt a ſtrong aſluran- 
ce that after this half houre thou $halſt 
not have any more time tothinke on it. 

Thinke on it often and profoundly ; 
Alas ! thou thinkeſt day and night, rwo 
or three mouths together, on Philoto- 
phicall queſtion ; 1s nor thy faluatiom 
more deare unto thee ? 

Thinke and confidere well on it, be- 
ſeeching the blefled Virgin, thy good 
Angell and the Saints , thatthey engra- 
ven deeply this thought in thy heart, 
that it may produce the fruit of eter- 
nall lite in thee, 

THE 
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SEL EDPESESEELID 
THE SECOND PART 


Concerning that which one . 
would nor have done if he 


had ben to dye preſently. 


ry of Barlaam and Joſaphar, thar 
ther was in a certaine Region of 
| the worlda floriching Kingdome , 
the habitants of which were accouſto- 
med to chooſe a King: evety yeare du- 
ring which time they gave him all ſove- 
raignity, and a retinue ſutable unto his 
quality, bur the year was no ſooner ex- 
pired, but then they banished him into 
a deſolate and unhabired Iſland , wher 
he had more to ſuffer in exile, then he 
had recreation and pleaſure in his Roy- 
alty. Among theſe annuall Kings, there 
was oue more provident then the others, 
for foreſcing that at the yeares end they 
would not Pk to ule him after the fa- 
| me 


I remember to have read in the hiſto- 


—_— 
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me mannerthey had afforded unto his 

redeceſſors ; he reſolued to live as fru- 
garly as poſlibly, and to fave all he could 
and to {end it privatly into the place of 
his banishmenr , where he failed not to 
arrive at the ordinary time , and by re- 
alon of his providence did not meete 
with thoſe inconveniences and miſcries 
which the- others found ther , buren- 
joyed pleaſure and content. This Para- 
ble, for I do nor belive it.to be arrue 
ſtory , plainely declaires the blindnes 
and ſtupidity of thoſe which,the world 
hath rayſed unto grearnes and riches 
with which they are wholy delighted 
and abſorpt they never thinking that 
at the end of their life ( which how 
longe ſo ever it be, is not a day in the 
kalender of God ) the world will de- 
prive them of all it ſeemed to beſtowe 
onthem, ſending them into rhe other 
world where they $hall-ftinde nothing 
bur poverty and miſery , for want of 
providence. Deare Reader I love thee 
r00 tenderly for to wish thee ſo much 
miſe» 
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miſery, burton the contrarie I do pray 

from the bottome of my heart for thy 
reateſt happynes in the next life where 

- 098 muſt remayne for all cternity. And 

for this end. 

I aske of thee, if God should ſend a 
meſſenger from heaven for to advertiſe 
thee thar within eight dayes thou $halt 
die wouldſt thou not be exceedingly 
pleaſed for having well imployed thy 
time in honoring and ſerving thy good 
Creator, in imitating in all thy actions 
the virtues of thy ſweer Saviour , in cor- 
reting thy faults and doing pennance, 
in cultivating thy ſoul and adorning it 
with all virtues,in doing good to all that 
needed thy afliftance , and ingaining 
the favour of thoſe who are powerfull 
in the celeſtiall Court, What content- 
ment unto a Capone who having bra- 
vely overcome his enimies returnes: 1o- 


den with pretious bootie and trophies 
before his Soveraigne , for to receaye of 
him praz ſes and recompenſes due unto 

him, Thinke well on it. 


Thou 


i _ Afi. it. 
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Or Thinke well en it. 6 
Thou wilt fay that this is bur a proſle 
and rude nite Avec of the incffable 
joy which the Soul hath atthe howre of 
Death , ſeing her ſelf environed with 


' many good workes , which condudts 


her vnto the Throne of God. O how 
ſweeris Death unto ſuch a Soul: O how 
willingly doth she behold it. Wherfore 
doſt thou nor live accordivgly,that thou 
mayſt die fo ? 
AED leſus fayes in the ghoſpell, 
that we ought to be alwayes rea- 
dy, for we know not when Death will 
come : It thou shouldſt be warned that 
it will be to morrow, wouldſt not thou 
thanke thy memory tor having alwayes 
kept thee in the preſence of God, and 
often put thee in minde of the favours 
which every moment thou receaveſt 
from. the liberall hand of thy Creator 
for having perpetually preſented unto 
thee the beauty of heaven and the hor- 
ror of hell? what hopes conceaves the 
courtier., who ever had his.eyes on his 
Prince for to performe his will , _ 
Pe e 
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he perceaves the daye arriues of the 
Princes liberality and great bounty. 
Thinke well on it. 
Thou wilt bleſſe the memory which 
affords ſo much felicity unto the ſoul -, 
and wilt exhort thine to afford thee the 
like happynes. 
| þ thy underſtanding which endea- 
vorsto know all, could underſtand 
that within two dayes it muſt depart 
this world would it not leap for joy to 
have fought the Creator in all creatures, 
and all crcatures in the Creator . not ha- 
ving eſteemed any other Knowlegd , 
thenthe making , him ſelf moſt agrea- 
ble unto God and to be conducted in 
all things by the faith which made him 
ſeeke after heaven in miſpriſing the 


earth 3 what pleaſure and comfort rece- 


aved the woman of the Ghoſple ar the 
finding of her groat which she had 
long ſeeked after ? did she not invite her 
neighbours for to congretulare and re- 
joyce with her? Thinke well on it. 

Thou wilt teſolue to imploy thy in- 
tel- 
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Or Thinke well on it. 
intelle& inſcriouſly conſidering the 
grandeurs of thy God, and thou wilt 
make uſe of all other ſciences to arrive 
unto this knowled 


| ; #4 is VEry opbeltle that once in thy 


life thou haſt defired thy death ; If 
now thou $shouldſt fee him with his 
mortiferous Sythe wouldſt thou nor 
feele aſweer and delicious ravishment 
of heart for having never loved any 0- 
ther thing then the infinitly amiable 

oodnes and him who hath infinitly lo- 
ved thee > How great is the conſola- 
tion of the ſpowſe of a Prince wher he 
is certayne to have ſoly loved her huf- 
band and thar her bridegroome knowes 
her fidelity. Thinke well oz it. 

Boldly affirme him unhappy and mi- 
ſcrable who being able to love God, 
loves any thing els, take heed leaſt thou 
be ſuch an one. 
] T is along time fince God hath prea- 

ched ynto thee , that thou shalt ren- 
der an account of all the talents, which 
be hath beſtowed on thee ; jmagine this 
ro 
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to be the day in which he will demaund 
them of thee : and if it were, what sweer 
and ravishing content wilt thou feele in 
being able with truth-to fay with the 
ſervant . of the ghoſple lord thou haſt 
gen me five talents , behold other five 

have gained oyer and a boye. Thou 
haſt given me eloquence , which I ha- 
ve alwayes imployed to praylſe thee , 
and to procure all others to do the fa- 
me. Thou haſt givenmea great ſpirite 
which I have uſed in overcoming thy e- 
nimies and comforting thy ſervants : 
Thouhaſt given me learning which hel- 
ped me to diſcover thy greatnes and 
mighty workes , and to declare them 
unto others : Thou haſt given me the 
oraceto be beloved of all, I have nor 
caken\any. other pleaſure , then that it 
might make me ableto intorce all ro 
love thee : Thou haſt given me induſtry 
to trafick and gayne Tn thing , with 
which I have vertuouſly and decently 
maintayned my family and relived the 
poore. Who can explayne the joy and 
plea: 
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Or Thinke welt on it. 65 
pleaſure which thou wilt receave when 
the great Lord and Maſter imbrafing 
thee with affetion $bal ſay, welfare 


+ thee good and fairhfull ſervant, be cau- 
| {e thou haſt been faithfull over a few 


things I will place thee over many 
things : enter into the joy of thy lord. 

| Thinke well on i. 

Whilſt thou confiders there on, I 
will liſten , if thou pleaſe, unto atroo- 
pe of Saints, who aſcending into hea- 
men finge with a moſt melodious voy- 
ce. O God almighty, thou haſt delive- 
red us from this w rombe, in which 
thou haſt for a time buried our ſoules; 
thou haſt led us into thy glorie,in which 
we shall be invironed on all fides with 
eternall feliciry. Lett all creatures bleſle 
and praiſe thee for the fayours ſo merci- 


fully thou beſtoweſt on us. Bleſſed be 


the time that we have imployed in thy 
holy ſervice. Bleſſed be rhe memorie 
which made us remember thee for to ne- 
ver forgett thee hereafter. Bleſſed be 
the underſlanding which wholy endea- 

yored 
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vored to know thee, and by that mea- 
nes to enjoy thee cternally. Bleſſed be 
the will which never would love any 


thing then thee for to be happily loſt in 


thy infinit love. And bleſſed be the ta- 
lents and favors which thou haſt Yivers 
us-, ſcing by their meanes we have gai- 
ned eternall happynes. O mortels im- 
ploy all your forces, powers: and cn- 
deavors in the ſexvice of a God who is 


moſt infinitly deſerving, and doth moſt | 


kberally and ſuperabundantly reward 
thoſe who have rendred him never {o 
kttle ſerv ice. 


returne unto thee, whoart next un- ; 


| ba God ( as I have often told thee ) 
the ſole object of all my thoughts , and 
I continue m demaundin of) thee; Jf 
to day —_— were to be cloſed for 
never to be opened in this life, wouldſt 
thou not love them moſt tenderly for 
not having ſerved thee but to read good 
and holy bookes , ro behold pictures of 
deyotion, tro weepe forthy ſinns, to 
conſider with joy the proſperity of thy 
neigh- 
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© my. and his miſerie with com- 
| paltiion, and to have ben never fixed 
f on any creature but with honorable re- 
þ knements of the Creator, will not theſe 
$ eyes shine like little ſtarrs in the em- 
perialtheaven 2 Thinke well o7 it. 
fF Refolveto deprive thy eyes here on 
earth of all damageable objects, which 
are but fowle in comparaſon of thoſe 
which are ſeen in heaven. 
Hen thou doft heare the Bell 
for ſome buriall, if death should 
come and tell thee, to day itis for me, 
. to morrow itt will be for thee: wilt thou 
+ not feele a-{weert conſolation , for ha- 
y}* ving lent thycares unto the divine office, 
|} unto ſpirituall diſcourſes -, unto good 
counſel, unto the prayſes of others , to_ 
have ſuffered with patience contempt 
and injuries? wilt thou not blefle thy ea- 
res. which never liſtened unto any evil 
thing. Thinke well on it. 

Belive that it one were prepared and 
defierous to heare the celeſtiall muſicke, 
that he were not in danger of dicing 
with the force of the ſweet ravishment, 


we” a 1 
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witnes the ſeraphicall S. Francis. 
Fnow thou hadſt loſt thy ſpeech , 
thy judgment being found and who- 
I, and that within two hourcs thou 
wertto loſe thy life , wouldſt thou nor 
cordially love thy tongue for being im- 


ployed only in praying and thanking | 


God, in inviting others to do the fa- 


me , in ſinging the victories of gene- 


rous ſouls , which by their holy lives 

have gained the eternal kingdome , for 

ng the virtues of their neighbours 
0 


r maintaining the reputation of every 


one, for comforting the afflicted , in- 
couraging the timerous , confounding 
the wicked, and converting ſtnners , 


What glorie hath a fouldier, whcn he. 


preſents his ſword unto his king, which 
was nevet unsheathed bur for 1s Maje- 
ſtyes ſervice and for the xruine of his 
enemies. Thinke well on is 

Reſolue to-governe and curb thy ton- 
gue ſo wiſely and diſcreetly which is in 
thee as a bridle unto a horſe, and a ſter- 
ne unto aship, that by its meanes thou 
maiſt 
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Or Thinke well oz it. 6&9 
maiſt conduct thy ſoul dire&tly into 
heaven. 

; H is 2 great charity to help aſick bo- 
& dy who can not ſwallow any thing 


_ andis dying: Alas! pur thy ſelf in his 


place, and imagine that thou wert even 


| now departing; among theſe corporall 
' trances and perplexities , would not 


thy ſoul bein a pleaſant calme and ex- 
rafie , knowing that it hath generouſ- 
ly avercome all the diſordered appetits 
of drinking and eatings and although 
thy body were inſenfible, yetthy ſoul 
would rejoyce m being aſflured that 
thy body never admitted of the leaft 
touch contrary unto virtue. Thinke 
well on it. 

Reſolve to deprive thy felf with dif- 
cretion ofthoſe meates commune unte 
gluttons , for the better to ſatiatr thy ſelf 
with thoſe particulare unto the Angels , 
and to touch nothing which may diſple- 
aſe him , who often touches thee in the 
holy Sacrament and whom thou hopeft 
to embraſe 'happely for all crernity in 
heaven, Canſt 


-_ 
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k Anſt thou give me areaſon, vvhy 
| the ſick a httle before death grope 

after I know not what with their trem- 

bling hands? for my part Iam confi- 

dent, thar if thou wert in this cxtreami- 


ty., thou wouldſt kifſe vvith honor thy 
hands, for having liberally diſtributed 


thy goods unto the poore: for having 
alvvayes laboured vvith right intention 
to pleaſe God, shunning all idlenes , 
for having diſcreetly chaſticed thy body 


to make it ſubordinat and obedient un- 


to the lavy of the {pirit2 theſe hands vvill | 


thy not be admired by all the celeſtiall 
Court, vvhen imbellished and adorned 


"wvvith pretious ſtones thy shall beare the * 


palmes of an abſolute victory, and 
the laurels of aneternall glorie. Thinks 
well on i. | 

Detearmine to ſow largely for to 
reape plentefully. 


*T" Hey fay , that the firſt part that 


dies ofthe body are the feet; in fi- 
ne they are the frr{t that looſes heate aud 
degomeinicaſible. If this evening thou 


sbouldſt | 
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Or Thiake well on it. 2 
Shouldſt feele thy ſelfin this condition , 
and thou beliveſt that thou shouldſt die 


/ before midnight , wouldſt thou not ta- 


ke great pleafure in remembring the 
ſteps thou haſt made ro goe to the 
Church, to heare Maſl, Sermons, and 
the Divine office ; to viſite the Hoſpi- 
tals, priſons, and the poore, to ac- 
complish holy Pilgrimages; theſe feer 
vyhich have vvalked in and through all 
places for to amplity the glorie of Gad 
doe not they deſerve to march on the 
azure vaults ? Thinke well on it. 
- Make reſolutions never to ſpare thy 
ſteps vvhen Gods ſervice is concerned, 
for oneday to march in triumph, 
FEY concluſion , vvhen thy foul shal 
de ſeparated from thy body for to 


| renderan accomptunto God of all thy 


faults, vvilt thou not vvith great affec- 
tion thanke that part vvhich hath ben 
beſt imployed in the ſcrvice of his divi- 


4 ve Majeſty and hath ſuffered vvith' moſt 


love and patience. Thinke well on #. 
- Thouvviltmake moſt cars: A 
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ſolutions , eſpecially if vvith attention 
thou caſt thy eyes on the multitude of 
thoſe SaintsS. Tohn fayy iu his memora- 
ble ravischmem, they appeared excee- 
dingly content in glorie 3 vyhich al- 
though it yvas not <qual in all; their 
bodyes shined hke little funs , yert ſo- 


me brighter then others prop ortionabl 7 | 


untotheir merits, ther yyas benia tho 

bodyes fome: partes more glittering, for 
having ben greater inſtruments -of the 
honor of God their Creator 3 the head 
of S, lohn Baptiſt vvas moſt majeſtical- 
ly radiant,for having ben curtoff ſuſtay- 
ning the truth 2 the haire had the grea- 
teſt beauty mS. Mary Magdaline , for 


having vv - the feet of amiable lefvad 
the eyes © S. Peter shined moſt, for ha- 
ving ſo long and often vvept his inn | 


the tongue of S. Chryſoftome for ha 
ving converted ſo many; the teeth of 
S. Appollomi for being pulld out con- 


feſſeirg the truth; the breaſt of S. Aga-| 


tha vvere moſt bright, for being expoled) 


ynto the burning fpinſers, rather then) 
''L 
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Or Thinke well on it. 
wo deny her faith ; the hands of St. John . 
Almner, for having diſtribured ſo many 
alms, the feet of S. Xauerius ſor having 
travailed ſo many unknown and barba- 
rous Countreys, for to lead the into the 
foldof the holy Catholick Church, and 
fo of others: who altogether do ſing 
infinite praiſes unto the divine goodnes 
which hath ſo well provided for them , 
and fora little miſery , rendred them ſo 
much happineſs. Good Readerl ear- 
neſtly deſire, that thou couldſt penetrate 
unto the bottom of my heart, for te 
ſee the good place thou haſt ther,doubt- 
lefs thou wouldſt have great confidence 
in all thar I propoſe unto thee, and thow 
wouldſt receave it with the ſame intenti- 
on as I deliyer it, which is no other them 
to make thee a Saint. Tell me then, if 
thou kneweſt that after this hour, there 
remained for thee no more honor, im- 
ployment, eſtate, greatneſs, dignity, 


' norplacein this world , wouldft thou 


not deſire to have been the moſt hum- 
ble of menin imitation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
D and 
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and according unto the example of ſa 
many Saints who now tryumph in hea» 
ven , wouldſt thou nor be pleaſed to 
have yeelded a little of thy right, pre- 
cedeance, and . greatneſs, yl to. be 


placed among the friends af God. I de- 


mand of thee , it it be not defireable to 


be the meaneſt of men for ſome few + 


months , for to, be all thy lite of the 
chicteſt of the Kings privy Councel, 
Thinke well on it. 

Thou wilt conclude , if thou haſt nor 
loſt thy common ſence that it were moſt 
reaſonable to be in the laſt ranck in this 
world, thatafter death the great Ma- 
Ker Almighty God lay uuto thee: my; 


Friend , aſcend as high in heaver, as 


for my Jove thou haſt been humbled: on 
earth, whichis moſt caly ; 

V Hen one aſcends an hi oh 
'Y place, heis well nleafils Te 
have his cloak caried for him , to receave 


t onthe top of the mountain: if thou | 


muſt within two or three daics aſcend 
watt the tribunal of God, wilt thou 
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Or Thinke well oz it. T5 
not be exceedingly comforted , to have: 
cauſed many of thy goods to be carried. 
thither by the poor ? certainly thou wilt; 


have need of them to cover thee before: 
the Juſtice of Almighty God, who. 


- having been very liberal towards thee, , 


requires that thou beſo to the poor, is 
not this reaſonable ? Think well on it, 

* Reſolve during life to pur liberally 
thy goods in the Bank of God, that 


. thou mayeſt receave an hundred fold. 


| hs thou werrt atthe laſt gaſp of thy life, 
and thou shouldſt ſe ar. the feet of. 
thy bed the Mother of Mercy, who moſt. 


' willingly zeceayes a pure ſoul comming; 


fortha chaſt body , wouldſt thou nog, 
melt with joy for having preſerved the 
purity of thy Body and Soul againſt the 
violent aſlaults of the world, Devil ,) 
and Flesh; wouldſt thou nor bleſs God. 
for having given thee the induſtry.to fly: 
from and ayoid theſe infamous and rave, - 
nous Vultures , thele enraged wolts,' 


theſe wicked companions, which dc« 


{roy all, O whar pleaſure, content. 
a 7! . WY and 
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and honour is it.unto a brave Captain: 


after having magnanimouſly defended 


the treafure of his King , in an unforti- , 


fied place, againſt the furious aflaulrs 
of a puiſſant enemy, and againſt the 


domeſtick treafons, he comes from 


thence tryumphant to tender thetreaſure 
unto the King, andto be rewarded by 
him. Think well on it. 

Thou wilt firmly purpoſe to shun all 
the ocafions which may deprive thee of 
this treaſure, and, to abandon rather 
 athouſand lives then to loſe it, bearing 

for thy device and cognizance. Rather 
fo dic 4 thouſand deaths then to defile my 
J* within an hour thy ſoul should be 

prayed for , as it may happen , ſeeing 
ye are not fure of one hour and 


Shouldſt call to mind the ſpeech of our 


Saviour , faying , as thou meaſureſt - 
aato others fo it shall be meaſured unto | 


chce, wilt thou not be well fatisfied , 
© have been meek, ſweer, benigne 
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their good , and ſorry for their evil, ro 
have interpreted all they did to a good 
ſenſe, and to have alwaies ſpoken well 
of every one ; wouldſt thou not wisk 
that God should treat thee ſo? Think wel 
63 it. 

Determine to gain this virtue more 
pretious then the Philoſophers ſtone , 
for it will procure thee thofe treaſures 
without pain, which coſt others ſo 
much labour and txouble. 

V ' 7 Hen thy foul $hall make the 

laſt farewel of thy Body 
which ic muft though never folate , who 

Enoweswhether itshalt be ro morrow, 
wil she not thanke itmoſt affeftionatly, 
for that by irs remperance it hath open 
unto her the gare for ro enter unto the 
marriage of the Lamb, will nor she 
dleſs all the Taſts , abſtinences and mor- 
tifications which have gained her a good 

place in the eternal feaſt 2 which is bet- 

ter cither for a little morſet ye caſt 
forth of Paradiſe with Adam and Eve, 
or for a {mall abſtinence to enter its 
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Thinks well on i. 

'  Refolve to obſerve temperance, 
which cannot be bur diſcreet, - for it isa 


«virtue, which will prolong thy daies 1n | 


health on earth,and render thee crernal- 
Jy happy in the Kingdorn of Heaven, 
Hou haſt often heard ſay, thatof 
_ L three friends a man gaines in this 
-world, towtt, Riches, Kindred, and 
good works, there is but one onely 
which faithfully Keeps him company in 


ITY 


\the other world; the Riches leaves him [ 


inthe bedas ſoon as his foul is expired , 


for the fumpruous funerals which are | 
often made, are more proper to aug-! 


ment the ambition of the living , then 
to afford any relief unto the dead, the 
Kindred feeme Ittle more conſtant in 
"Friendship , they accompany the body 
' unto the grave with gricf and tears ; bur 
I could not bc deemed a Lyar, if I 
Should ayerr that very often they have 
.more mind to laugh then ro weep, for 
'3f any one weep in good hate | , the 


ode earth } 


-Heaven with a multitude of Saints. 


—_ 


| Or Thinke well on it, >þ 
earth hath no ſooner deprived him of 
the ſight of the dead , bur he hath loft 
the memory of him, If he be a Sonhe 
who hath buried his Father , he thinkes 
rather on what his Father hath left him, 
then'to pray unto God for him ; It he 
be a Husband who hath buried his wife, 
he dreames rather of the meanes to gain 
another more rich , then to relive her 


-dead ; the good workes accompany us 


unto the divine Tribunal;they plead our 
cauſe, 8& having obtained for us a crown 
of glory, remain with us , andare our 
ornaments for ever in Heaven, which of 
theſe Friends wilt thon have. Thinke 
well on it. 
Deſpiſe and neglect the firſt which 
will abandon thee in the way, and ad- 
hear not too much unto the ſecond, who 


will leave thee ar the grave ; bur afte& 


and addi&t thy ſelf unto the third which 
'will accompany thee for alleternity. * 
"FF thou wert to be laid on a bed this 
'& evening, for ro morrow morninj 
ro be'carried -unto the grave, which 
4-44 d + 


know 
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know to have happen unto more then 


four , wouldfſt thou na be exccedingly 
content to have ſuffered with patience 
the loſs of thy goods, thy renown, thy 
health, and all other things? and 
wouldſtthou not rejoyce really for ha- 
ving moderated although with difhculty 
thy natural paflions > wouldſt thou nor 
be infinitly conſolated if God should 
tell thee 2 by thy Patience thou haſt ſa- 
ved thy Soul , and thou shalt dwell with 
me for all eternity in my glory ? Thinks 
well ex it. | ? 
Thou wilt conclude , that he is moſt 
wie, who moderating his violent pa- 
flions , had rather recourſe in his affaires 
unto the puiſlant ayde of God, and fo 
gain a great Crown in Heaven. 
Ere I make anand of al! my que- 
ries, and only ask thee , if being 
at this hour to die , thou doſt remember 
among the paynes and anguishes of 
death , thatthou haſt uſed a great dili- 
ence in the ſervice of God and for thy 
Eieaton , thacfor itthou haſt not by 
. IC 
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red riches, life, nor honor, that for 
it thou haſt imployed thy ſelf day and 
night with all poſſible intention, that 
the glory of God, and the good of thy 
ſoul have becn the two feet 6n which 
thou haſt marched in all thy affaires ; the 
two hands which hath made thee to la- 
bour alwaies ; the two eycs which hath 
conducted thee through all ! wouldſt 
thou not be exceedingly cheerful and in 
fulneſs of delight, it then preſenting 
thy ſoul unto God , he Shall demand of 
thee; whote Image is this? rhou canſt 
anſwer, Lord, itis the Image of the 
moſt holy Trinity which I have conſer- 
ved inviolare the beſt I could poſlible, 
washing it in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt , 
which I receaved in the Sacrament of 
Penance, when that I contefſed any 
Sin; I have thereunto-added , accor- 
ding unto thy intention , the imbellish- 
ment of all the virtues I Knew to pra 
Rice aſſiſted with thy divine Grace, Q 
what pleature wilt thou feel ; when after 
thisanſxer , thou shalt ſe the Fathes 
d $ Ormnt- 


22 Penſez-y bien 
Ommnipotent give the Kiſs of peace unto 
thy Soul, acknowledging her for his 
child: what . conſolation, vvhen the 
moſt amiable Jeſus shall imbraiſc it moſt 
affetionatly as his dear Spouſe ; vvhat 
ravishment, vyvhen the Holy Ghoſt 
Shall place it on high among the Saints 
of Heaven as his dear bcloyed ? dear \ 
Friend I do beſcech thee both for the 
goodI vvish thee, and for the ardent 
affection I bear thee , Thinke well on tt. - 
If thy patience being tired, thou telſt 
we , that] ſing but one ſong vvhich is | 
very importunate and troubleſome and 
thatl break your brains with my. Think 
wellon it. | | 
And thou shouldeſt be exccedingly 
pleaſed if I would think on it well my 
ſelf, and leave you in quiet, well,God 
be bleſſed, I did cexpctt clcen another 
thivg trom a Perſon whom I fo dearly 
Jove and deſire to ſerve in the important 
affaires of the falyation of his ſoul; but 
, Patience, I will not any longer trouble 


| | ghee, aud I will depart preſently , ax" 
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I have ſaid theſe two words , Thivke well 
09 it or not Thinke onit. 

Theſethings will not faile ro happen, 
Thinke on death or Thinkenot on it, not- . 
withstanding it will not leave approa- 
ching theedayly , ſo thatall the world- 
ly power cannot make it ſtop one mo- 
ment , nor make it avance before its 
time, moſt happy are thoſe who often 
think on it, O how ſweet and fair will 
they find it ; miſerable are thoſe that ne- 
ver think on it, O how hideous and bit- 
ter will they find it. 

Thinke to give an account, Thinke not 
on it, yet it muſt be made, maugre 
thee who ſoever thou art, Happy are 
they who thinke ro keepe them {elves 


alwayes ready.O how cheerfull will they 


depart; unfortunate are thoſe who are 
never. mindefull of it, O how cruelly 
Shall they be treated 

Thinke that there is a Hcaven and '8 
Hell, Thinke not on it , nevertheleſle 
moſt afſuredly thou moſt goe for all 
eternity unto the one or the other. 
- d 6 Moſt 
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oft happy are thoſe who prattice vir- 
tue which conducts them unto the farſt, 
O how few are there. Miſcrable are 
thoſe who are given unto vice which 
leades them into the ſecond, O what 
multitudes are there. But what do I? 
I am al moſt angry with one. whom Þ] 
I love as my ſelf; excuſe my deareſt þ 
Friend I beſcech thee , this little and 
ſudden paſſion , and remember nor 
what I faycd laſt ; Thinke or not Thinke 
on it. Alas! all the contrarie, I doe 
conjure thee more thcn ever to. Thinke 
-02 it with attention, to the end thou 
maiſt act better ; permitt me to shew 
thee the meanes, 

O death , how bitter is the memory 
of thee unto a man enjoying peace 
and content in his riches ? 
+; O death how {weer is the memory 
bf thee unto a man haying peace with 
ai God ! Chooſe, thou haſt freedome, 
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THE THIRD PART 


Certaine meanesaydivg to do well, 
what he would have ben done, 
and to hender the doing of thar 
which he would not have 


ben done in this life, 


WW 


Hat better and more 
prevalent reaſon can } 
give him, who is very 
deeply engraven in my 


heart , forto aſliſt him in procuring his 


faluation ? then that which the Holy 
Ghoſt ſayes in the 7.of Eccle:My Sorn, 
in all thy workes remember thy latex 
end and thou wilt not finne for ever? 
and what muſt arrive then bur Dearh, 
Judgmeut , Hell or Heaven ? theſe 
therfore are the things which he coun- 
fels us ro remember, if we defire to ſer- 
ve God faithfully , and never to offend 
him. | 
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Death. 

have already helped thee with the 

firſt , knowing it tobe both the ea- 
ſieſt applyed, becauſe daily we {ce ſome 
ong or otherdye , or heare the bell for 
ſome buriall, and the moſt proper 're- 
medie to cure our ſpirituall diſcaſes;, for 
thou never ſo affettionatly faſtened un- 
to any thing, the ſole thought of Death 
will caftely untye it; the horſe leech is 
not ſo obſtinately faſtened unto the 
Body , buta few ashes will force him 
to quitt his hold, 

Be thou proud and the moſt ambiti- 
ous that eyer was , only conſider that 
after death all wil) trample on thee , and 
thy bones5hall not be diſtimguished fro 
thoſe of the pooreſt begger, . who per- 
haps-will be happy in Heaven, when 
thoushalt burne in Hell, affuredly this 
conſideration will render thee humble 
and make thee to eſteeme all. 

] ſuppoſe thee to be the moſt avart- 
cious in the world, and to thinke on 
no other thing then to gaine riches £ if 
thou 
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thou wouldſt conſider with Iob , that 
the rich Man being awaiked from the 
ſleepe of death $hall finde nothing of 
what he had gathered together and 0- 
pening his eyes in the other lite he shall 

nd nothing but torments which he 
hath merited by his rapine : thou wilt 
of neceſlity moderate thy disordinate 
afteftion which thou haſt towards pe> 
rishable and momentary riches. 

When thou haſt the moſt vioknr 

aſlion to be eſteemed and to be loved, 
if thou should conſider , that in a mo- 
ment after thy death all theſe Gallants 
will be fled and not one will remame 
with thy Body ; thou wouldſt not ſecke 
ſo much to pleaſe them , thou wouldft 
not yeeld unto ſo many remilſle , effe- 
minate and unworthy condeſcendments 
which blemish the reputation and are 
cauſe of the damnation of many. 

Ifthou wert the greateſt foole and the 

moſt paſſionate of lovers , for any hu- 
mane beauty do bur -imagine thy. belo- 
vedto be deade and purriftied , as - 
wm 
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muſt be one day , it will be impoſlidle 
that the flame which burnes thee be not 
immediatly extinguished ; O how ealie 
it is to ſubdue the flesh whilſt it is ali- 
veand found, ifone conſider what. it 
will be when it is dead. 

Jfthou wert as hardened with malice 
as Pharao,and for all the miracles of the 
world thou wouldſt not bend unto the 
will of God, no more then he did, if 
death Should enter into thy thought, 
thou wouldſt preſently yeeld unto rea- 
ſon, as he did as ſoone as it appeared in 
his Kingdome and in his owne houſe. 

know not whether it be true which 

ſome report of Panders that they ma- 
keuſe of dead me skulls as a remedie for 
all their diſeaſes: but I am moſt certayne 
that the memorie of death is a moſt 
wrfull and afficacious meanes to cure 

all ſpirituallevils and to reſtore the ſoul 
-unto perfect health. King David vere- 
yes my aſſertion : my lord , fayes he I 
had great difticulry to pardon injuries 
and wrongs which my enemyes did me, 


chaſtity | 
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| chaſtiry ſeemed unto me very hard ra 


keepe, contempr was intollerable ; and 
a ». | found all thy commande- 
ments al moſt impoflible :but when ſe- 
riouſly I conſidered thar all here are tra- 
fitory , and that I muſt die, this narow 
way became of its ſelf wide and large, 


* chaſtity appeared caſie , ; Jrodoaing of 


— reatonable, and all thy precepts 
johe. 
, If the remembrance of Death deſ- 
troyeth {ann , the oblivion' of it doth 
mtertaine and nourish it : for Eſaias 
ca. 47. counting the fmns of Babilon , 
and the punishments with' which God 
would afflict chem, fayes, thar the cau- 
{& of thoſe evils was thar they did not re= 
member Death. Jeremy feekeing the 
origine of the vices whichreigned in the 
City of Hierulalem affirmes it to be no 
other, then the lictle mindefalnes they 
had of theirend. 
& Atan having had along experience of 
Ithe ſoveraigne virtue of this remedie, 
endeavors by all meancs to hender man 


from 
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frommaking uſe of ir. I can not better 
make thee . comprehend his malicious 
inventions then by the catching or kil- 
ling of woodculyers which are wilde 
Pigeons : the bird catcher or Fowler 
having found the tree on which they 
ſettle and rooſt at night in troopes (for 
they arebirds that 'conſort together in- 
multitudes ) chooſeth an abſcure and 
darke night , and takes others with 


guns and drums, being arrived at the | 


place, they begin to beat the drum» 
me bur. ſoftly , for feare that the Birds 


- Should fliy a way, and increafing the 


noyſe by little and little , they enure 
them ſo unto the ſound , that they at 
laſt beat the drummes with all their for- 


xe, with outever frirghting the Pige- 


. Ons; in the meane while one creepes , 


ainto the foot of the tree, where heholds 
up'2 candle which he had ina darke lan» 
teme, 'the woodculyers which are de- 


Hghted with light deſcende unto' the 


wt 


Jower branches of the tree to enjoy the 


leh: then they Shoot , and at every 
"DN hor 


FE Or Thinke well on tt. Oy 
'shotr they Kill many , the others which 
were higher thinking their companions 
Aed . not hcaring the gunne by reaſon 
of the noiſe the drummes make, takes 
their place and are alſo killed ; Behold 
The explication of this; the tree repre- 
tents the world , the wood Culyers are 
the men, the Fowler is the Divel, 
who intices and alhures them unto him 
felf , vvith pleaſures , honorsand riches, 
which are like little fares or lights, a 
bout vvhich men fly yvhiles death ſtri- 
kes them, thcir companions never take 
notice of the blovy , by reaſon of the 
yorats noiſe vyhich the vyorld makes, 
figured vvel by the drummes ; So. that 
one hath no ſooner quitted theſe ſmall 
ons, bur an other courts and ſee- 
esthem; one hath no ſooner left any 
benefice or office, but an other flyes 
thether , and fo all paſſe, all dieyan 
the grateſt part are loſt for not ig 
fullcienely ben vvarned by the deartrof 
others; that if any one hath refle&edq 


ont, uf any one hath benmoyed. theſe 


xelent- 
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reſentments as a paſle , as a flash 
of lightning ; and even as vve ſee hogs 
hie together in troupes, grunt, and are 
affrighted yvhen any one of them is kil- 
led, but he is no fooner dead, then eve- 
ry one returnes unto his former imploy- 
ment; this unto his wallowing in mire, 
that unto his rooting with his noſe the 
earth , an other to fill him felf in the 
trough ; even ſo when a than is dead, 
the neighbowrs areaſtonished, rhe do- 
- meſtikes weepe , the kindred are aggrie- 
ved 5 bur as foone as ke is buried, every 


one returne unto his affaires , unto his 


former paſſions and vices. Bur if all had 
a lively and couragious ſpirit, and a 
rofound judgment , one word in 2 
dred yeares , or to fe one dead 
would be fufficient ro convert all thoſe 
who should ſee it, and conſtdere deri- 
ouſly that the ame muſt infallibly hap- 
pen unto them ſelves : from whence 
then proceeds ſo final profitt > Thinks 
well ox it. 
Thou wilt finde that it proceeds , 
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Or Thinke well on it. 9 
either from the malice of the Divell,who 
deprives thy foul of this profitable 


_ thought, and diverts it otherwayes, if 
great care be not taken z or from the in- 


conſtancie of thy jmagination , which 
is ſo wavering that it knowes not how 
to remaine long on the ſame thing , if 
it be nortconſtrained by often reflettia 

ons , therfore I deeme it moſt neceſſa- 


rie, if thou deſfireſt to |S by this 
meanes, that when th any 
' buſine; , thou conſidere w. thou 


wouldſt have done it if Ciduale 
thou were to die. More, that once a 
month thou retireſt into a ſolitary pla» 

&, anddiſmiſling all other thoughts , 
proftrar at the feet of a Crucifixe either 
in thy chamber, orin a Church, thou 
ſeriouſly thinkeſt on theſe three or 
four points. 

That the- end of thy li will come 
very foone , perhaps before the month 
be ended. 

Thar thou muſt leaye all thou haſt 
in this world, honors, richers yon 

Þ - 
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leaſittes, carrying nothing with thee | 


ut the remorſe of thy conſcience, and: 
The ftnns which thou haſt committed. : 
- Thar the Body having given up the 


Ghoſt after many paynes and conflicts, 


#hall be ſowed in a poore sheete, layed: 


” Inthegrave, and reduced into ashes, 


being forgotten of all the world, _ 
- That the foul $hall be happy ifat the 
houre of Death, it be in good ſtate , 
but moſt miſerable if it'be in mortall 


finne, and into what part ſfoeveriit be 


ried, into Heaven or into Hell , ir 
$hall remaine ther for ever": and they 
imagining thy ſelf ro beat the laſt gaſ- 
pe and holding the Crucifix in thy. 

nd., fay'with fervor. > ba 
moſt mercifull Ieſus , my ſupport 
AZ 2nd myſtrength , in whom I be- 


keve,in whom 1 hope, whom I love | 


and eyer- will love , afforde- me at rhis 
houre thy powerfull hand for ro 

ſecurely. I confeſſe before the whole 
world; 'that my miſerable life hath ben 
wveplenished with .many, great. wicked: 


LY ? 
+ 
! 


oo 
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| neſſes, 'of which I heartely repent my 


{lf, and I do confide that thy i 
goodnes will pardon me and not 
mitt my foul to be loſt , for which hot 
gaveſt thyn on the Croſſe. No ,I can 
not beleeve that thou wilt repulſe me , 
o my deareſt Iefus, for I am flesh of 
thy flesh , bone of thy boue, ſonn of 
thy Father , thou alſo calſt me thy 
Brother. Therfore my Brother , ſeing 
thou haſt taken my humanity , to give 
me thy divinity, deliver me at this hous 
xe from the throat of the lyon. I kifſe 
this fade from. whence proceeded my 
happynes , open it unto me, and wash 
my ordures and i impurities with the way 
ter and bloud which iſſued from thence; 
I adore theſe hands which. were nailed 
for me, unto them I recommend my 
foul, they have created me, they will 
fave me. I honor theſe woundes , 
which 1 will hide 'my- {elf , untill the 
choler” of my judg be palled. - Yo 
.," O celeftiall . Father, be 'unto we 
propitious., . and remember that:.my 
linnes 


— 


iS 
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ſinnes have ben chaſtiſed with al rigor 
in the perſon of thy moſt beloved Sonn. 
O my lord Jeſus Chriſt pernatte notthe 
the infinit price of thy bloud to be un 
profitable unto my ſoul. O holy Ghoſt, 
fortefy me with thy grace, that I do| 
not faile or be ſubdued iu this laſt con- | | 
fli&. O Mother of God, who hath ben | , 
moſt charitable and favorable unto me | ( 
all my lifetime , be fo now in this| 
enoment I beſcech thee, on which de» + 
= all my felicity. O'S. Michael who » 
the commiſſion ro preſent Soules | - 

& 

n 


unto the divine Tribunall, and to de- 
fend them from the enemy , Irecom- 


mend mine nnto thee. O good Angell { 
—_ helpe me; O all yee S. off - a 
ven come unto my ſuocour, thatf {i 


leaving-this earth , I may aſcend intof} if 

Heaven for to prayſe eternally with 

yee. our foyeraigne Creator. 
The Indgment. 

He conſideration of Judgmentſ tg 

' £ which followes Death is not leſk 

profitable, then that of death, if ir þ 


A— 
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.:maturely pondered; when I repreſenc 


unto my ſelf, ſayes Job, the juſtice; im- 
partiality , and rigour of the divine 
judgment and the exact account] muſt 
render, I am ſo frightred with my finns, 
that I am enforced to reſolue to: shun 
them more then wan 07-9 evil what fo 
ever. The Saints conducted by the Holy 
Ghoſt do exhort thee to thinke on 1t 
often : [place thy felt before the eyes of 
this Soveraigne judge , adviſeth S; Gre- 
gorie, feare him now, to the end thar 
abſtaining from.vice, thou mayſt nor 
feare him when he shall judge thee , re- 
member the name of that ; Frou who 


ſeing the picture of the generall judge- 


mententred into ſuch a ſtrong apprehs- 
fion that he -was almoſt dead. Cerres 
if thou rightly imagine what it will be, 
thou wiltſtifleall the imperteQions of 
thy Soul. St. Hieroſme had nota better 
practice for to triumph ouer vice , amd 
to addict him unto all virtue, whether 


4 Tcate, ſayes he, drinke, ſlcepe, or wa- 


Ke, andinall I do, it ſeemes to me that 
| E 
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I heare this dreadfull and terrible voice. 
Ariſe yee dead aud come unto judement. 
J'N goodearneſt, if thou kneweſt af- 
ſuredly, that within' two or three 
. Hours thou werr to be ſummoned to an- 
ſwer before the Tribunal of God, 
« wouldſt thou dare © O |! tor the love of God 
mark whatl ask thee : would thou dare 
yet-once more , I beſeech thee, think 
. well on what thou wilt anſwer: wouldſt 
-thou well dare to reſolve, to appear at} 
"the Judgment of God ? 
N this fearful and terrible Judgment, 
- 4 where thou shalt find aſſembled the 
great. Councel of the King of Kings , 
- who hath ordained this hour for to. de- 
-cide wholly and juſtly the criminal pro- 
" zaceſs of. thy Conſcience, Proceſs, in 
- Which will be examined exactly all the 
+patrs of thy lite, a Proceſs where will be 
-detetmined the final ſentence of thy'e 
[zernal felicity or miſery. YVouldfi tht | 
dere, I ſay, .to appear in the condition oy 
-thouart, for to plead thy cauſe ? Thi yy 
-who art io -bashiul and tearful , when pr, 
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thouart raken in never 1o little a fault. 
Thou wouldſt thou darero behold a Per- 
ſon of quality. Thou who trembleſt ar 
the leaſt apparent danger : VYouldſt thow 
-| Aare, appcarin the preſence of him , be- 
fore whom the moſt puiſſant Monar- 
chies of the carth tremble; the higheſt 
C Seraphins hide themſelves with their 
ki wings, not being able ro endure and be- 
t | holdthe brightneſs of fo great aMajeſty. 
ati Ah! forthe ſacred and bitter Paſſion of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; Thinke well op it. 
t, When I conſider how thy ſoul leaving 
hef| -thy body is in danger to fall into the 
$,j| handsof the Apparitours of the Sove- 
de-8 raign Judg who will lead thee directly 
ro-8 before this dreadful Parliament ; I sweat 
inf8 Iaminatrance with the imagination, T 
rhe have of ſcing thee at Barr for to anſwere 
| bes being ſtrongly accuſed. 
B rt, by whom? by thy moral ene- 
mies, or rather, immortal; who 
out of the hatred which they bear thee , 
yvilnot omit the leaſt thing they can re- 
proach thee yyithal, .in this greatand 
| C'zZ Ma- 


« —_ 


x00 Penſez-y bien. 
majeſtical aſſembly : by whom ? by thoſe 
vvho hcretofore have been thy good 
Friends; as the Bleſſed Virgin, thy 
good Angel, ſo many Saints , who hath 
taken ſo great paines to fave thee, if 
thou vyouldſt have harkened unto them 
by whom © by the complices and confe- 
derates of thy vvickedneſs, vvho are 
enraged againſt thee, and by thy ovvn 
Conlcience vvhich vvill lay open unto 
all the vyorld all thy imperfections. 

_ Bur of vvhatsbalr thou be accuſed? 
of all, in yvhich thou haſt not kept the 
Commandements God gave thee, & the 
holy inſpirations vyhich he moſt loving- 


ll. at 
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ly ſuggeſted unto thee : of all vyhich | 
thou vvaſt oblicged rodo, orig bf | 
ea | 


the eſtate unto vyhich God. hath ca 


thee. of off yyhich thou haſt done to | 
 farisfy thy unruly paſſions. of ll vyhich | 
thoii haſt neglefted rodoe for the glory | 


of God. 


\ But, hovv accuſed; vvith ſo much? 


.afſurance; of thy adverſe Party , that 
nobody vvill dare to' reply, or ſpeak 
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one vyord in thy behalf and defences 
vvith ſo much evidence, of all thy im- 

rte&tions that not one of them can be 
hid or disguiſed 7 vvith fo great remorſe. 
of thy Conſcience , that thou vvilt ac- 
knovvledg all: vvith ſo much shame, 
that thou yvilt defire the mountaines to. 
fall on thee. Is not this dreadful? Think 
well on it. 

Having thought on it ſerionſly; if 
thou doſt not conceave a great fear, ib 
thou trembleſt not vyith terrour, par-: 
don mel beſeech thee , if I doubr and 
miſtruſt the verity of thy faith, for hovyi 
can I be aſſured that thou beleeveft right 
ly , if thou makes no reckoning andefs 
teem of things ſo important, and con- 
cernes thee ſo much; yylar meanes to. 
be perſvyaded that thou regardes it, if 
vvhen it is preſented unto thee*, thy: 
Heart remaines coldet then marble, and 
more hard then ſteel. Wherefore ; 
earneſtly endeayour to knovy thy felf;; 


ſceing that thoushalt be moſtrigorouſly 
judged Is 
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O Great affair is irto appear for to 
anſyver before ſo grear a Court , it 

wexceeding misfortune to be accuſed 

by every one, to be charged of grievi- 

ous crimes , bur that vvhich ſurpaſſeth 

altimayination;'isto 'be judged at the 


laſt appeale by the Soveraigne Judge of | 
Pnges : this every one ought to appre- | 


end vvith horrour that is not vvholly 


+ deprived of reaſon, this yvill make e--.| 
yery one to yeeld thar is not vyorſe then' | 
2Turk-, this vvill cauſe every one to | 


vveep:, thatbelecves he hath afoul; ' ro 


fall into the hands of God, ' for ro be | 


ſeverly judged, to bein the povver of 
no more a benigne Father , for to con- 
demn us vvithout fayouror mercy; to 


vvhodid fo amorouſly shed even unto 


bechaſtized no more by the chaſt lamb 


þ 4 
ef 


the laſt drop of his blood, for to give | 
us Heaven. Butby the roaring Lyon | 


of -Juda yvho comes to takc revenge of 


all the faults commitred againft him.” 'O' } 
day moſt dreadful! O Judg moſt terrr- | 


ble and vvithout mercy ! O judgment 
full 
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full of terrour ! Bur vyhar, is there.no 
meanes to procraſtinate , delay Or Pro 
long it never io little? Nono, to de-. 
mand any- fuch thing. is bur time loſt., 
vyhetefore delay it, ſeeing the crimes. 
are manifeſt 2 the offender hath nor any. 
thing to reply ; i is 2 very great folly to: 
only think on ir! the Knowledg, of thy: 
Judg is it not infinite ? is not his bounty: 
and goodneſs unlimited? unto vyhom. 
canſt thou make thy addreſs vvha is. 
mote benign? his juſtice is ir notthe rate 
ofall juſtice? unto what Court wilt thou 

appealc , that can be-more juſt 2 his 
power1s it not. the omniporence-af a 
God? whocan refift or contradict him? 
Thinks well. oz. it, 

: Turne thee on all fides., and putt thy 
elf in all poſtures, retire, 'theein what. 
place thou wilt, it.is done with.thee y; 
thou -canſt nor expet any thing , but. 
this great ſtorme which. is ready .to: fall 
on thy; heade, , and ro make thee know, 
tat thou art moſt > HER png” — 


. 
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Las! Aa meet but ro. -what ?, 
Jo what ? to be never more the: 
Child of the <ternall Father who' had 
TVs thee by Creation. .To what 210 
loofe the inheritance which Ieſus. Chriſt 
had .purchaſed for rhee in heaven , by 
his-bnrer Faſſion, To, what 3. to be for 
ever ſeparated fromthe delightful: and 
glorious Society of the Sacred Virgine,, 
ot the Angels , and Saints,. who: did 
_ thee, for ro prayſe. God winks 

. Oineftimable| © cruell:k 

roar To what unto tormentsa thous 
ſand times .more -intollerable then all 
the Tyrants couldeverinvent : unto Ft» 
re athouſand times more burningchen. 


theſe of this. world ; Fire, alwayes flay 


ming without light, fire alwayes: bux- 
ning without diminishing. : : is. not-this 
fufficient for thee, wha cannotendure 


the roughnes of a haire cloch? js northis | 


toomuch for thce who can not ſuffer 
withour cunghyang the prick of a a 
pinn? Thinks well oz 4. x 
« Bor my part I am ata ſtand, being u- 
na le 
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nable to refolue to heare this ſentence 


againſt thee, which will make to rrem- 


blethe Heav 'ens , earth and Hell. Goe 
thou mrſed begon far from me for ever, ſince 
when ther was time thou wouldſt not ſerve 
me: depart from hence for to weeye in the 
bottemleſſe pitt , becauſe thou haſt not done 
it 0 earth. Gett thou away for to burne 
in the fire , which cauſing thee « thouſand 
eines never Shall conſume thee. Goe that 
unto the company of the Divels, who will 
make the: pa of dearely for all the fok 
les of thy 94 Who can imagine the ra+ - 
ge with which the Divels will feize on . 
thee ? rhe promptneſle with which fend 
will rorment thee in Hell.Deare Fr 
is tt not true thar if | this misfo 
$hould' happen unto thee, Alas ! God 
of his' goodnes preſerve thee fromi it, i 
ir-nor crue,that thou wouldſt profound- 
yh h, = lay with a lamentadle VOICE, 
0 
- Dif had bur one day of thoſe which 
have fo unfortunarly Joſt, if I could 
finde an houre of time which F have 
ev evel- 


"508 "Ponſexvy biew\" © 
_ evillyimployed,, :if:ar leafd crequines 
. of an houre were-given me, forto laye, 


A good peccavi. 
...O with what agood Heart would I 


faycir: O how 1 would caſt myſelf pn | 


ay knees! © how would I knock my 
| breaſt! how great agricfe would Thave 
for. my; ſinnes. But what henders ghee 
from&doing allthis now? wherfore _ 
thou- delay.it; courage , I doc conju 
thee by allukavis moſtdeareumot 
Caſt bye {elf om: thy: knees ,- ſay this 
. good peccevis; bur fay it ſaiedly/; i and 
with feeling fay :+ - + 
£:iMercy, o my God, mercy, I're 
wath-allmy Heart for having dy 
thy-divine:goodnes, (beraute: thou"art 
my good-God., and my All :Þ loye thee 
and: honor thee aboue all things :-will 
never more. offend thee thy: grace afliſ- 
ting me, and I will al-rayes -avoyed 
ry of finning - in farisfaion 
So faults, I-offerthee'my-life 
have. Receave:me'l beſtech 
thee, lince thou haſt moyed mecouskt 


it, 
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Or Thanke well-ow"it. for 
2 A BOONE, Sonn. J&+ 
ſus Chriſt, and-neyer perraitt me to-of+ 
fend thee againe, p 
bug; * Hell. x 


FT Her are thoſe who deeme' it | 
«& -atrd inconvenient that a generous 
and brave ſpiriteshould make uſe of the * 
conſideration of Hell, for roshun vice; 
and to: addict himſelf unto the ſervice 
of God , who having made all for love; 
will that-we ſcrve him for love: Serious- 
ly1do-not conceayc how it shall be urn» 
lawfull for-any one to' practice to-do 
well by this meanes, ſting St. Jobn 
Bapuſt made uſe of it, to leade-all the 
world:unto God: [Preaching':alowd 
and. clearly ,; that every: tree, thatis/ro 
fay,- every. Man-that doth nor yeeld 
good fruit; shall be cut downe and 
caſt-into the; fire :-the Saviour of our 
Souls-in.the ſermon of his laſt ſupper 
prefemed unto his Diſciples the fame re- 
medie;for to oblige them to be alwayes 


dwiſull and:obedient , even as, tlayed 


heunto:them,. the vine branches being 
,RCH : ſepa- 


- - 2 


v. 


> A. 8. 6 > © GG 9 


=—_— 


3 
: 
1 
C 
e. 
- 
C 
e 
E 
n 
oy 


On\Thinkewell"on it. "OY 


_ tino,-Well;ſeing that this remedie i 


"= I beſcech thee . Thinks 


= that thou mayſt make 
ie-more profitable , inquire of 
aedanpad,; what _ 
will tell thee that iris a tof 
obſcure ar wanker ry 
wher there is no order, butan intolleras 
ble horror :3; and - cternal- confuftom, 
Salomon will afſure thee , .thar it is a 


| moſt botromlefiepir; from whence no» 


ne-can come, that-is fallen: there in. 
Jfyas will explicate irunto thee , thar 
X ©2-a Prifon Full of 'a-moſt -vebemens 
fire , >which akhough icbe of the fami 
nature with the 'dlementarie fire, 15 ink 
[:tmore cfhcacious to. tor- 
ment ,: bias i dork noentiwvich ok 
ſole: natural virtue, bur as the inſtru 
met of the infinir divite power of 
which is elevared ro torment the: 
ned j'as much as Gods juſtice requires; 
for whence ir 1s , pray pee rv 
any matt or is eaintonance ; & ca 
(AJ never 


0 ' -Peiiſe 4 bien” © 


neyer -be:extinguished, becauſcir is the- 
breath of God, ro witt » . bis inknie: 


wer that kindles it according-unto: 
 fayas. The Divines hold, that it- is re- 


plevished: withall :ſortes of evils, apd: . 


wy! of allgood , it is in yayne for to 
"diſpute of it |, ſayeth the devour. Ruſs 
broquius ; for when we have faied all 
that can be ſayed of the paynes of Hell, 
&-will-be much leſle ip comparilon- of 
_ What its ,thenadrop of water compas 
red yumothe-whole Ocean; S.Auguſtine 
in one of his-epiſtles ſayerh , that a:dead 
nan raiſed to life by the touching of Se, 
Hierolines haire shirr teſtefyed unto Sts 
Cyrille Bishop. of -Hieruſalem:that rhe 
tarients of: the other life were {o.great; 
that if,any. one had experimemed;: the 
Jeaſt ;he would chooſe rather to, be even 
unto the. day ofzudgment in a-furnace 


wher all the fire of the-world was inclo- 


{ed ; then to ſuffer anc day in Hell: are 


not theſe things dreadfull}Thinkaell ent © 
| 1.7 Nd following; the counſell of Se, | 


Bernard , deicend often jnue Hell 
while 
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Or Thinke well oo te. biel 
whilſt thou liveſt by thy meditations rs: 
the erid that after c % death thou beeſt- 
not\shut up there for al eternity. ** © 

Conlider adviſedly how the Souls of 
the damnedare hideouſly tortured; be 
cauſe they fee themſelves deprived: for 
all. ererniry of the viſhon of God ra tor= 
ment farr greater then can be —_—_ 
inthis world.  - 
- All their powers are full of birternes 
and anguish- inexplicable}, the menionie 
with the remembrance of paſt pleaſures 
and-of furure evils, rhe anderRaning 
with the perfect know ledg ofall it 
done', preferring the creatures before 
the Creator:, the tranſitorie goods and 
pleatyres ; | before thoſe which hall ne 
ver have anend3/the will with an'inr4 
ged hate- which they have againſt God; 
which will make themurrer a tho 
blaſphemics : the imagination with rhe 
lively apprehepf16 of the preſenr payeh 
and yerr-more' to:follow; 

"The fire afts with farr greater heate 
again them then doth our _—_— 
coalcs 
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coales againſt a Barr of Iron which 'ir 

burnes and inflames in the Furnace. 
The remorſe of Conſtience excefli- 

vely,gnawes and vexes, for the meanes 


repreſenting them ſelves , which it hath 


had of falvarion, although it doth not re+ 
pent of the finn,, as an offence againſt 
God, yettit burſtes with griefe and ra- 
for having committed the evil which 
runed it. Efauroaredlike a lyon, 
{eeing thar for a ſmal dish of porridge he 
had loft his right of inheritance ; the 
damned Soul doth yet worſe, knowing 
thar for a short plealure., for a baſe” re- 


veng , for'a little word $he -hath loſt 


Heaven: ingood earneſt, is northis aty 
incffable hcart breake? Thinkewell ws is: 
Mz how the body'shall ther ffs 

fer an inſupportable Gre x'ir $hall 
be caſt into anextreame cold, it shal} be 
hammered cruelly on moſt hard: Anvi- 


tes, broken on wheels, groundedina | 


mill , Cutand $hred with raſours, pier- 
ecd with leances. Infine, imagine 
— thepunishments-thar the-Tyrants have 


ay 


all 


a + cs a ro r mn 6H ok &f oo = &. A __ wo - ow © wo =» 


GC 


A 


— 83 


a ©. 3Þ ann 'F- 9” FT. OO = 2 1, 1 TT +. 


Or Thinke well om it. nz: 


myented £0; torment the Martyres, the; 


braſen Buls., boilivg Cauldrons, Com- ; 
bes of Iron., Croſles,, Fires, Raſours, 


| a this was bur an ecic and shoxt Pren-. 


tiship ro .that which the Divels .make; 


the damned to. ſuffer in-all the on oh 
Oopſodice bur eſpecially in their five; 
$. | 2 


| The Gght: «hall be cruclly tormented, 
with thic: obſcured 


ters, the-fight of which shall be. intol- 
lexable; without any relaxation; Alas 
if. the- ſecjng of one .Divell is able-t9 
cauſe the death ofthe moſt couragious,, 
What Shall doi, Ibeſeech thee ; the hox«. 


© kible ſpectacle of allthe Divels/ and the 
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dreadful! howlings , and with Py EXE. 
creable blaſphemies which theſe miſera-. 
bles shall utter againſt them ſelves , and- 


againſt God. Imagine a thouſand Peo- 
_ Pe in the fire evenrumto the chinn, eve- 


ry one lamentably crying , - how -inſup-, 
portable wall their clamors be ; {and. 
what is this -in comparaiſon of a hun-. 


dred thoufand milllions of. the damned 
whichburne in Hell > The Ambitious, 


Shall Gaye Ideſpaire with griefe ; Curled. 
vanities which bach brought me hether:: 


the Avaritious.,. shall. complaine ;I am; 
- enraged with the.paynes, curſed richeſ+, 
ſes; which are the cauſe of my cuil; the; 
Laſcivious sþall ell ,-I. burne ,; curſed, 
pleaſures which vary Bn kindled « me Thi 
fire. &c. 

The Taſte ng withan excees 
ding hunger and extraordinary thirſt , 

have for viande loathſomes Toads, 
and the gall of Dragons for,drinke, this 
Shall bur increaſe the Hungerand thirſty 
witnelſeth the' curſed Richman, who 
Smet two thouſand yeares ſince, des, 


man» 
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Or Thinke well on it. ny 
manded a drop of water for to aſſuage 
the thirſt which did torture him , and 
as yet hath nor obtained it, nor-never 
shall. | 
'The Feeling $hall be rormented: 
through all' thar' is fenfible- by fire ;, 
which $hall penetrate even unto the 
marrow , cold $shall fucceede, which 
Shall congeale the bloud with in the 
veines with sharpe aches: an hundred 
times in foure and twenty houres the 
flesh hall be torne and the bones bro- 


| Ken, and as often redintegratedand-re-' 


paired , an hundred- rimes shall- be 
powred on the Body boiling oyle, 
melred lead ,” and they Shall not con- 
ftime.””*' © | 

The Smelling Shall be infeted with: 


| ſtinking and” noifome ſmells, which 


Shal exhale nor only from the " inſul- 
phured fire; and the rainted finkes of 
Hell-, -bur 5 from the Bodies of rhe - 
damned Odors ſo- inſapporrable that 
Se. Bonaventure affirmes, that one'Bo® 
dy of the damned would- be-able to - 0 
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fe the whole world with theplague. 
In the lives of the Fathers it is writ- 

ten , that a certaine religious man dam- 


ned appeared unto his com nion who | 


asked him, ifthe paines of Hell were 


fo cruel as they preach : know, anſwe-. 


red he, that they are ſuch, thar the ton- 
gues of men are not able to explicare 


the rigour of them. Couldſt thou not 


give me ſome proofe , faied the compa- 
nion?I will, replicdthe damned, wo 

thou ſee, heare , taſte or feele them : 
Alas! fayed the Religious, I am not 
able ro ſee or heare themj, for Iam too 
, timerous, nether to ſceelethem, being 


too. delicate ; much lefſe am I able to. 


taſte them , having ſo weake a ſtomack; 
bur Isbould be content to ſmell them, 
never the leſle as favorably as may be : 
this being fayed , the damned opened 


his cloke, with which he ſeemed to. 


be covered; from whence iſſued fo 
horrible ſtinke , that all the Religious 
were conſtrained to leave the Monaſte- 

ry., without ever being able to inhabite 
| there 
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Or Thinke well ox it. m7 
there agaiye 2: if one damne ſoul canſed 
ſo great infetion, what $hall, ] pray 
thee, ſo many millions of Souls and bo- 
dies burning in H<ll cauſe ? Thinke well 
08 117. 
Dde unto all theſe evils the com- 
ble and chiefe ofall theſe mileries, 
which 1s, tharall theſe cruel] rorments 
Shal never have an end; my deare Fried, 
at this word Never, thy Heart though 
never ſo couragious doth it not faile 
thee? yes, neycr the miſerable damned 
Shal shal have an end of their paines; 
after an hundred yeares torment, a thou- 
fand of yeares begin, and they being 
ended, -an hundred thouſand are be- 
SUE, and after them ſucceeds as ma- 
ny milhons as there are drops of water 
in the Sea, and Athomes 1n the aire, 
and afterall this ther will remaine an 
eternity intire , O eternity , ' thou art 
exceeding !, O eternity , thou art moſt 
horrible ! O. eternity , thou art badly 
conſidered ! Eternity , Eternity. O che 


| weighty word Eternity.If one were for 


tenn 
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tenn Fyeares to lye on a ſoft bed, and 1 
ſtrewed with roſs, what a great tor- 
ment this would be? if one were con . 
ſtrained for twenty yeares to have his 
eyes fixed on the moſt agreable object 
of the world, what anguish and wea- 
riſomnes vyould it cauſe ? if thy eares 
during fifty yeares vvere inforced to 
heare the moſt ravishing . muſick on 
earth, vvould ic not be inſupportable.? : 
Alas! O my God, what will be the ef 
rternall paine which with out any miti- 
garion or ſolace, will continue for.e- 
yer? to..be couched for eyer on moſt 


. - ardent coales, .toTwallow alwaycs moſt 


_-bitter gall. and wormwood mingled 
_ with the foame of Serpents, to ſee for - 
. ever the hideous and inexplicable shapes 
_ of the divels: ro heare alwayes the en- 
-raged muſick | of horrid blaſphemies 
| which che damned shall utter againſt 
God: to ſmell the ſtinkes and the intol- 
lerable .infeftions of Hell for all eter-- 
nity : 

For ever , Alas my God! alas, how; 

| | long 


Or Thinke well on it. 19 


| "long is this for ever| that Shall never 


have an end, nar reſt, it is excecding - 
long ; to ſuffer for ever, itis a miſene 
withouta ſecond ; ifit were for a thoy- 
fand yeares , one might hope that it 
would haye an end , but forever, my 
foul likes it not. O! For ever, a great 
for ever , which never can be compre- 
hended ; this eternall ever, frights'my 
Soul; conſidering this ever, what Heart 

doth not fayle and tremble. _ - 

Hegven. E- 

"He conſideration of Heaven muſt 
needes be a very efficacious mea- 


nes forto withdraw us from vice , and 
toleade us unto. virtue -- ſeeing tharthe 


Prince of the Apoſtles made utc of it for 
to excite Prelats to juſtly performe their 
duty : firmely believe yee, —_ heunto 
them , that in recompenſe of your fide- 


ity, andlabours which yee haye caken 


in the government of ſouls, 'yee shall re- 
ceceavea Crowne of Glorie , which 
Shall shine on your heads all eternity. 
vt. Paul imployed no other reaſon , A 

| ro 
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the old man which carryes with him 
many infirmities, and to reveſt them- 
- ſelves with the new man, who hath for 
* his portion the greateſt virrues, if yee. 
do ; mg fayes he , the celeſtiall inhert- 
tance $hall be the high prize and avan- 
_ reward of your paynes. Jeſus 
iſt himſelf , after having declared 
: unto | his Diſciples the many wayes 
which leades unto Heaven , found no- 
thing more efficacious for to incourage 
- them,the to fay unto them, my Friends, 
- among the difficulties with which yee 
hall incounter in thele ſeparated wayts 
-from the- commun and publike way, 
: Confide couragiouſly on the aſſurances 
© which I give yee, that they will condu@& 
yee unto infinite fewards. 'The greateſt 
- Saints made uſe of this confiderarion 


/ for to practice the higheſt virtues. Heare 


"David , who ſpeakes forall. 'O my $6- 
verign Lord, I confefle that'T had an 
exceedingly proud Hearrt,and very hard 
to yeeld unto thy favorable inſpirations, 


to perſuade the Colloſſtans to caſt off 


Or Thinke well on ir. 17 


' but by the conſideration of thy infinit 


recompences ,-I have humbled it ; and 
made iteo performe all thy pleaſures and 
commands, Deare Friend , tell nge, arr 
notthou able to do the fame? Thinkewell 


ons. 

—_ the true recompance which 
God gives unto his good {crvants.is 
found in Heaven , it-1s neceſſary to 
know what this Heaven is. St. John 
Apoc: 21. affirmes, that it is a great 
City, of which the walls are of preci- 
ous ſtones raiſed ona fundation — 
with twelye gates moſt magnifi-' 
_ which ſerves bur for shew , for 
they are never shutt, for the light which 
roduceth there a continuall faire day, 

_—_— _— and night. 
way, itisa great King= 
dome.St. Luke addes heb 
St. Peter calls ir divine; divine indeed, 
fince that God is ther King , the Virgin 
Mother is ther Queene , the Angels 
are the Couriers, and all the Saints ate 
there Inhabiratants, A Kingdome where 
| © - 
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allthe diſcourſcis of Toy rand content- 
ment, All griefe, vexation, anger, and 
difquier being banished thence 3 wher is 
not tg be 1ſccn —— or mean 


wher all that is good is found in aboun= 
dance, . without any want : the Divines 
geache , that ic is an Eftate compoſed 


of all the good imaginable, and yet ma- 


xe-then cau be imagined , and exempt 
fromall evils. Difore no more: of it, 
ayes St. Paul, for I who have ben there 
cannot declare the things I have ſeen 
ther , {o great and admirable they are, 
No truly , addes St. Auguſtine , for 


though all the rongues of men, yea of 


all the Angels sbould be imployed in ir, 
they could not declare them. } will not 


. omitnotwithſtanding to ſay a word or: 


two, of this place , of the company, and 


of the pore of- this deautifull Heavers- 
Shall ſpeake, Think thonwell on it, | 


whilſt | 
6 þ He place wher Heaven is ſeated, is 
6 4 very high; infinite in its exrenſion,' 
moſt pare , and moſt fertile and full of 


all 


* -— +4 ; 


ng moſt Noble $ : 


_ _—_ rc 


"i 


| Sonn Salomon. ris this that cauſed Se. 
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all goodnes : the Philoſophers and rea» 
ſon reach us, thar the place ought to an 
{wer,the qualitic of him thar ther is lod= 
ged, even ſo we fee the Palaces of Prin« 
ces ds fi e and excell mm beaurie and 
richelſe, the Cottages of Peaſames and 
clownes.' I will leave thee to think what 
muſt be the manſion and habitation ofa 
God and of all his Favorits, compared 
with all the Howſes of this world. One 
muſt be ignorant that the Firmament ſa 
admirable in beauty , ſo shining with 
ſtars is þut the pavement of this divine 
Howſe, for not to concludeevidently, 
that with in there are other rarietyes 
farr beyond our imagination. O Lord, 
God of Power, fayes David, how char- 
ming is theplace of thy habitation , my 
Soul can not 'think on a more agreab 
and deleQtable thing, becauſe thinking 
on it , preſently it is ravished. Grear 
King, { en haſt greater occaſion to de 
this , then the Queene of Saba had,con= 
fidering the wonders of the Palace of thy 


ti Ig- 
© | 
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Ia exfting amorous looks towards 
eaven, and meſting into teares to ſay. 

-O how miſerable the earth ſeemes unto 
me when } behold the Heaven, that is 
the abode of mortals : this the habirati- 
on of the immortals , that the place of 
Þanished men , this the natural country 
of Angels. thar the priſon of \Sinners, 


this the noble Palace of the juſt and of | 


zhe Children of God. Happy , a thou- 
rimes thoſe who dwell in this ho- 
ty Manhon, for in a moſt accompli- 
Shed feliciric, they sball prayſe God for 
ever andever, delreſt not x to bein 
this boly howſe. Thinkwell on is. | 

" He noble Company of the Saints 

will cauſe an inexplicable rayish- 
ment. Whar happines ,.] beſcech thee, 
eo diſcourſe famiharly and friendly with 
fo many Patriarkes, and Pro hive, with 
fo many Apoſtles and Diſciples, with ſ@ 
many Martyres. and Conkelfour , with 


$o. many moſt pure, Virgins whoſe reli 


| mr tanjrorl m this —_— fo much — 


long » 
| parſer =y for only to kille the. What 
- 
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joy to ſee continually the ? fit 
be deemed a great favour to ſee any one 
of them ina human forme , what willic 
be ro ſee themall m their proper shape-: 
what pleaſure to be alwayes with the 
Mother of God, who is an hundred tj- 


mes more beautifull then the Monn, 


and more radiant then the funn.-O 
happynes incſtimable! O contentement 


beyond rr ay tro enjoy the cam- 
3 


y ſo noble, fo beautifull, fo per- 

ſo.complere ,ſo vnited with a het 
ture of Love , that every one eſtremes 
the good and felicity of all as his owne, 


.andall deemes the happynes ofcach one 


as their proper. Whois able to declare 


the felicitie that he enjoyes who is in 


the company of moſt amiable Jeſus , ro 
be with him-in the moſt pleaſanr and de- 


lightſome gardens of Paradiſe , to fit at 
. his Table , alwayes to follow him, te 
behold his divine Face, which rejoy: 
ceth the Angels, andis apart of che t- 


liciry of the Saints, It is impoſlible to 


imagine the contentment which the ſoul 


f3 Shall 


226 P brew 
| Shall have in ha 3 Creator, no mos« 
xe ina myrror or looking glaſle, but face 
to face, as he is in the ſplendor of his 
- . Divinity : iris in this ſight, thatthe ſoul , 
will be inflamed with love : it is in this 
Jove that it will be loſt in God 3 itis in 
this loſſe that it shall finde all honors, 
wealth and pleaſures, is it not true ? | 
Thinks well. on «. 
FT He glorie of Heaven more ſurpaſ- 
} & feth all that which hath ever 
good beaurifull and agreable in this 
world, and which shal be , then the oce- 
an-.cxceeds a drop: of water. Sr. Ber- 
mard ayes that this glorie is fo great, 
that it can not. be meaſured, ſo long 
that it hath no end, ſo numerous: that 
it can not be reckoned, ſo precious and 
excellent that it can not be yalued. Sr. 


ſures: thatir goes beyond all Belicfe, 
that ic fi the limits of Hope, 
that it can nor be compriſed by Charity, / 
I wonder notat1it fayes one ; for if we 


can hardly knaw the great benefigs 


LR 


Auguſtin enhauncing the-price of it al="} | 
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which God in this life beRtowes indiffe- 
rently on his Friends andenimies, what 
Shall be the Bleſſings which he hath re- 
ſerved in Heaven for his Favorirs > If 
entring into a Palace thou ſeeſt the a=. 
bles gilded and azured if thou pereei- 

veſt the chambres of ſcullions shining 
with precious ſtones ,. wilt thou nor 
conceave ſome thing more magnificent, 
for the lodgings of the gentry and nobi- 

liry and for the Cabiner”of the-King ? 
The Saints with thele confiderations be- 
came tranſported and ravished , St. Ig- 
natius atthe ſight of Heaven melted in- 


to teares. St. Francis at the pronoun- 
cing of the celeſtiall, Glorie licked his 


lippsasa lickorous Perſon doth at the 


fayor of ſome delicare and-\weert meare. 


St. Berpard at the {ole name of Heaven 


rehearſed by Children, as he walked in 
the ſtreets , entred in to a profound ex- 
taſfie. The Saints ſeriouſly thinking on 


'this Beatitud, have with a xommune 


voice fayed, that all the afflitions of 


this life haye not-any. proportion _ 


the conſolations , which thoſeshall re- 
-ccave who have ſuffered them with pa- 
-vience for the love of their God. AllCre- 
ateurs even the Djvels themſelves ac- | 
knowledgeth this truth , for we read in ; 
the ſpirituall Medow,thata Divel being 
demanded , what he would doe for to 
enjoy the gloric and felicity in Heaven, 
was confirained to anſwere, thar if it 
were in his powre, and had a Body, he 
would willingly be pounded and brayed 
ina Morter, or burned in a Furnace 
. untillthe end ofthe world, for to enjoy | 
.only one quarter .of an Howre the Gla- 
ric of Heaven. Alas! Ir willnor coſt us + 
fo much , if we be but willing and dili- 
gent , to-be ther for ever. | 

| My deare Friend, if thoubelieveſt all 
re , _ yes , and what, is wp 
whic ye in comparaiſon 0 
- That is on ? _— art thou fo glued 
unto the carth, that thou doeſt nor raiſe 
thy thoughts rowards this ravishing 
'Heaven? wherfore doeſt thou then be- [ 

| low {earch and hung after any conſola- 


_ 
lm. 
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Or Thinke- well on i. 29 
tion ſeeing that -thou mayeſt finde all 
pleaſures and felicities in Heaven? Why 
art thou ſo diligent and ſolicitous to he» 
ape up riches , which thou muſt leave 
ſonn or late , and takeft no care to ga- 
ther thoſe treaſures which will remame 
with thee for all -cternity > Wherfore 
fayeſt thou not from the bottome of thy 
Heart with St Auguſtine 

O beaurifull and glorious Manſion 
of God. I love thy ornaments and the 
pleaſures with which thou art repleni» 
ahed : my Heartdoth day and night figh 
after thee : my Soulis in a trance with 


the fole remembrance of thy felicitie. 


O habitation moſt happy ! O Ki 

me truly fortunat, exempted from 

ger, cloigned fromall evils, wher the 
day is never followed with night, wher 
the ſcaſons are never ſubje unto any 
alteration, wher reigneth unvariable e- 
ternity in its infinite happynes. O ad» 
mirable Paradiſe , and never ſufficiently 
defired being, wher the fairhfull Soul 
crowned with glorie ; invironed he 


Lo 


P, blew 
3 at ſortes of RET fasiated wich 


bleflings , linges among the Angells the. | 


I. of joy : God grant that puri- 
of all my crimes which doe conta- 
minate my Soul, I may be din the 


meaneſt of thy appartements, or there 


tp enjoy a. ſolide peace, and a 7 


'Flicity2 for to converſe with the Saints , 
and to contemplate the divine Face of 
my moſt ng, rarer? ng for 
201inge ther with the cele Cour- 
 . Ders the ſweet conſorts of the prayſes: of 
my good God , and ro ſee for ever the | 
Javereigne and infinit light. O Heaven! 
© Heave tharI might have thee alwayes / 
| ua before my eyes , and p_— 
Hearr-: that I might have the ho- ' 
be -omevns one of thy inhabi- 
zants, O Heaven 

Deare Friend fince f muſt make an 
end, and take my leaye- of thee : I doe 
yceexceedi ly, that I leave thee 


ew gnog'ss nce : God of his in- | 
grant, that thou and I may 
Hel _ , that ater this life we may 2 


IESUS, MARIE, 
IOSEPH. - 
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